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Youth in Port Coquitlam have given up 


making any changes in their city through 


sibat exists 


el h For over nine 
city to get a youth center -- and lost. 
Their fight has involved organizing them- 
selves, getting support from the ‘community, 
talking to city council and spending count- 
less hours discussing and preparing plans. 
They were under the false’ belief that 
through using accepted methods they would 
accomplish what they want and what Port 
Coquitlam so badly needs. What they have 
learned from this lengthy struggle however, 
is that this system expects sacrifice of 
freedom to have needs met, and that ac- 
cepted channels don't serve the people. 


YOUTH LEADERS FRAMED 


The community of youth in Port Coquitlam 
are alienated and want to make changes. 
Their alienation stems from: 1) an educo 
tional system which is essentially meaning- 
less and doesn't relate to the réal situation 
they find themselves in, 2) the systematic 
harassment of police; 3) the lack of jobs; 
4) an insensitive attitude of the people in 
power to their needs. All these factors 
have resulted in many problems which serve 
to isolate youth Further from the community. 
A large drug community ‘exists with hard 
drugs becoming more and more a problem. 
This forces youth to get involved in petty 
crimes and push drugs to survive. Restau- 
rants have upped their minimum charge and 
forced them into the street where they are 
harassed by police. They go fo a near-by 
park to congregate and a 12:00 curfew is 
imposed. The police have on several oc- 
casions brought dogs down to disperse them. 
Other times some of the leaders of the kids 
have been set up for narcotic busts; fortun- 
ately they saw what was happening. They 


PORT COQUITLAM 
MOVES AGAINST YOUTH 


get thrown out of pubs for causing trouble. 
A couple of yearsago the whole beer parlour 
was occupied because the owners didn't 
want young people hanging out there and 
continually hasseled them. The police 
were called in but the kids left with no or- 
ganized resistance. The systematic police 
harassment has gotten so bad that when a 
community worker handed out legal rights 
leaflets to the kids he was told by police 
that that only made their jobs harder. He 
believed the kids should at least know their 
legal rights, since they were being hassled 
so much. 


CITY OFFERS BINGO 


The way the city sees solving these prob- 
lems is through the places that are avail- 
able now like the Recreation Center. This 
place is staffed by paid city employees with 
time allotments for each age group. It pro- 
vides dancing, sports, crafts and education 
programs. The area set aside for youth is 
a room with a record playerand a ping pong 
table. Across the street from the center is 
the ice rink, But since none of these kids 
see hockey or any competitive sport as rel- 
evant to their needs they don't use it. 
The other place is a huge bamlike structure 
called Aggie Hall which holds dog shows, 
cadets and bingo'which not even minimally 
is meaningful to youth who are alignated. 
Plainly none of these places provides. 

saierreczalution” onthestiat 
youth face in Port Coquitlam 
ACTION GOMMITTEE FORMS 


Some of the youth in the community form- 
ed the Youth Action Committee to solve 
the problems they knew they and others 
were having. This group diligently strived 
within the system to get their needs met. 
They organized themselves last September 
and worked out plans for a youth center, 
which would explicitly serve the needs of 
yputh. It would be controlled by them. 

They figured having the support of the 
school board, the police, probation officers 
and social workers would make it more like- 
ly for the city council to accept their idea. 
The plan progressed and some of these 
people became their advisory council. They 
decided they wanted a place which would 
have a coffee shop, dance floor, library, 
weightlifting, rooms for discussions, a 24 
hour emergency answering service and a 
shop to sell youth's produce. To raise the 
money they would need to meet 50% of the 
cost (the proposal was that the other 50% 
be paid by the city) they would have car 
washes, dances as well as work forces for 
city or private use. They worked out an- 
other plan which was less extensive, in the 
case that the city disregarded the first. 

Itwould be a coffee house with cheap meals 
and a stage for entertainment. Both these 
proposals would be presented to council 
and the YAC felt confident one would be 
approved at least. People started searching 
out locations and discovered that one of the 
possibilities they found, The Tabemacle 
Church had recently been condemned by 
It was not known for sure if the 












the city. 


city purposely did this. But since the com- 
mittee had had public meetings which two 
"upstanding" members of the community 
attemded and were known to have respond- 
ed negatively to the YAC's suggestions, it 
was a possibility. 

In November a letter was presented to 
city council which included all the prob- 
lems the YAC saw youth facing and the 
plan for their solutions. They were asked 
by one council member "what was wrong 
with the arena" and he was told, "it does 
not serve the diversified needs of all youth 
but is fine for those who like skating." 

This reflects the insensitive attitude the 
city has toward the problems of youth in 
the city. The YAC reported that all the 
available buildings were controlled by the 
municipality either through zoning or pub- 
lic ownership and they would certainly 
need the city's help to get their building. 
Nothing definite was decided upon but the 
council gave the impression that they sup- 
ported the youth center. Of course no 
politician will say he's against youth and 
usually believes that 90% of them are fine 
people. 

In December it was thought that they had 
found a place, the Red Chopsticks, which 
was an old cafe. 

















space. When-they attempted to clear this 
with the engineering department at City 
Hall they were told that it was impossible 
as the building would then be too far out 
in the alleyway. Again the kids had noth- 





ing. They returned to council to see if it 
was agreed on financing 50% of the total 


cost of the project. They were told to 
write a constitution as then they would 
seem more responsible and thus more suit- 
able for a grant. The YAC, believing in 
the council's advise, wrote up a constitu- 
tion thinking that they would probably get 
the grant if they did so. 

Cont'd next page 
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They put.a deposit on it = 
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"KEEP TRANSIENTS OUT" 

The group continued to look to the com- 
munity for support all through January and 
up until the middle of May. At this time, 
the YAC, with the support of a probation 
officer, went to council to receive final 
word on their proposals. The council, after 
encouraging the group for months, refused 
to help them build the center, using the 
excuse that nothing was available. The 
city got the police department to speak on 
this issue. Corporal Thorpe said that a 
youth center would “attract drugs and trans- 
ients." The council's position was that if a 
youth center was built "they would have a 
Jericho on their hands," 

This heavy blow left all their work and 
effort meaningless. The council had been 
lying all along. It had succeeded in oc- 
cupying progressive youth in Port Coquitlam 
for nine months using only false hopes and 
empty promises. The real reasons why the 
city and police department would oppose 
such a center are clear. If young people 
congregated in one area they would have a 
chance to get organized and maybe even 
begin to resist, especially in a center run 
and controlled by youth. The govemments 
in power must avoid a situation where or- 
ganized resistance could begin. 

CHANNELS DON'T WORK 


This story proves the channelsdo not work. 
They were tried, but for the people involved 
they just resulted in disappointment and 
frustration. Now is the time for youth in 
Port Coquitlam to take matters into their 
own hands. They can't wait any longer. 









sersof the proletariat, 


first. the tight reigns of con- 
trol == then sl c _ regimenting people's 


lives more.and more. 

The youth in Port Coquitlam must take 
what is rightfully theirs -- but not by going 
back begging to City Hall. They must start 
to organize resistance, They must recognize 
that if they participate in a struggle for 
themselves and onlyaround their own needs, 
they will further isolate themselves from the 
community they live in. We don't want 
liberation for one part of the class if the 
other parts are still enslaved. Youth must 
see their struggle as related to the commun- 
ity's problems. They must analyze what 
they have leamed from their experience, 
And they must fight. It will take a strong 
force to acquire what was promised. 























On Friday, 14 May, in Family Court, 
Grace Bisson was granted legal custody of 
her sons, Tony and Mark. This decision re- 
sults from months of protracted struggle by 
Grace against the Children's Aid Society. 

In the two years since Grace's marriage 
broke up, CAS has had custody of all of 
her five children at one time or another. 
Like most poor people, Grace was initially 
taken in by their educated "experts" and 
















bad experiences she came to understand 
that the only way to help herself ond her 
children was to fight the agency's attempts 
to control their lives. 

Realizing that CAS plays on poor peo- 
ple's isolation to intimidate and control 
them, she decided to break out of this by 
mobilizing other people in her support. 
She organized a demonstration against the 
agency last fall, and another one early 
this year. Grace found that even those 
Children's Aid workers who had been es- 
pecially cruel to her in private became 
much more willing to talk reasonably when 
there were others around to support her. 

But even after many such discussions, the 
fact remained that the CAS had her three 
youngest children in custody and still re- 
fused to allow them to retum home, though 
thay all wanted to. 

So Grace decided to act. On Saturday, 
3 April, she refused to retum 2-year-old 
Michael to CAS after a visit home. While 
first threatening to take her to court or re- 
turn her to Riverview, they finally backed 
down when Grace firmly stood her ground, 
and they allowed Michael to stay at home 
permanently. 

Ten days later, after their Easter visit 
home, Mark, 8, and Tony, 10, told Grace 
they wanted to stay and fight it out foo, 
and she agreed. This time Children's Aid 

mobilized the armed servants of the state, 
Ù the police. With warrants in hand, two of 
4 them came to the door, but Grace and the 
boys were out. So the next day, uniformed 
policemen went into Tony and Mark's class- 
rooms, carried them out forcibly, and re- 


*urned them to the foster home. 
That same afternoon, about fifty of 





Grace Bisson Victorious 
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Grace's friends and supporters who had beén 
hurriedly phoned, staged a demonstration 
at the CAS Kingsway branch, Faced with 
precise questions in front of these people , 
including the press, Director Stan Bodlak 
could not justify holding Tony and Mark in 
CAS custody and was forced to agree to 
bring the matter back before the courts for 
reconsideration . 

That night, Tony and Mark ran away from 





house, where they were allowed to stay un - 
til the hearing. 

And on 14 May, the court final ni 
Grace custody of the boys, w 
months probation under CAS supervision. 

And now is everyone living happily ever 
after? Not quite. The family is still sub 
ject to CAS interference in their lives, es 
pecially for the next 51/2 months. And 
all the pressures experienced by poor peo- 
ple in this society still take their daily toll 
on Grace and the children. 

For example, the pittance provided by 
Welfare is just not enough money to pay 
for baby sitters. Michael is too young to 
qualify for day care. So Grace almost ne- 
ver gets a chance to go out of the house by 
herself. And she is still subject to inspec- 
tion and harassment by city welfare offi- 
cials. Grace and her children still don't 
have control over their lives. 

They have won a long battle -- and have 
shown other poor people that government 
agencies can be backed down if correct 
strategy is used. But poor people will ne- 
ver be free from their control as long as the 
tich people have the power to determine 








how society operates. 

And we can see from Grace's story that 
power relations in the community are main- 
tained ultimately by the fact that in the 
end, those in power can always use their 
army, the police force, to make people 
submit. 

The struggle for control over our own lives 
will take many battles and many years. It 
is only by building a people's army which 
challenges and defeats the power of the 
rich that we will be free. 
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INNER- CITY HOSTEL CLOSED 


One of the latest moves by the city in the 
combined State offensive against unemployed 
youth, "transients," is the closure of Kee- 
genah House, the only surviving youth con- 
trolled hostel in Vancouver. People in 
Vancouver will remember Keegenah House 
as the refuge of many of the youth driven 
into the streets from Jericho last fall by a 
force of nearly 500 city police, RCMP, and 
Army personnel . 

The city has been building toward this 
move for the last several months. There 
were a couple of raids made on the hostel 
as early as March, during which illegal 
searches and harassment went on. Surveil- 
lance on the hostel and harassment of the 
occupants on the street has increased on 
and off over the last three months. The 
licence to run the hostel has been granted 
only on a month to month basis for the last 
several months, a very irregular procedure. 
Finally, a month ago, the people who run 
the hostel were wamed to tighten up on 
their supervision, i.e., control over the 
people's lives, and improve the health 
standards in the building. The staff did 
both in an attempt to keep the hostel run- 
ning. They cleaned it up, and made sure 
it stayed clean, and they reluctantly tight- 
ened up on some of the rules. But, surpris- 
sinly enough, no one ever came around to 
inspect and see if any changes had actually 


heard after that was that their licence was 
not going to be renewed, because they 










hadn't complied with the warming. The 
hostel is to be shut down. There is one more 
formal meeting with the Board of Directors 
of Inner-City on May 31, and after that it's 
all over for youth controlled hostels in Van- 
couver. Cool-Aid was forced to shut its 
down several weeks ago. 

when there are so few beds in Van- 
Keegenah House down? There are going to 
be an estimated 50,000 to 100,000 unem- 





ployed youth in the city this summer, and 
so far there are not even 1,000 beds. After 
Monday, there will be even fewer. 


It's clear that the goverment can't afford 
to have youth controlled hostels around this 
summer, They would be a place where peo- 
ple could get together long enough to start 
uniting against the govemment. They would 
be more human alternatives to the govem- 
ment's repressive hostel system and bum!s 
rush policies. But they at least could have 
sacked the staff and kept the Keegenah 
hostel. That would be 35.more beds in a 
city that is going to need every one it can 
get a hold of. 

Instead, they've chosen to shut it down. 
The only answer that makes sense is that 
they're afraid that by doing that and still 
leaving the hostel around, it would become 
the center of a political struggle around 
their policies. The people would still be 
there. The staff would still be around, and 
given time to build suppo:t, some movement 
in support of people controlled hostels might 


build around Keegenah House. So instead 
of chancing that they've decided to act 
decisively and simply wipe out any possibil- 
ities of such a situation developing. 

So the hostel goes, and 39 people are out 
on the street. Thirty-nine more people. 
And it's becoming more and more clear that 
thisis just the beginning for the government, 


every one of us is Unde! 
of the State. 





Surrey City Council has agreed to send a 
letter to all unemployed "employable" wel- 
fore recipients in Surrey this month "sug- 
gesting" that they pick berries and get off 
welfare. This will affect mostly single 
young men and women. The Mayor of Sur- 
rey admitted that people picking berries 
would probably eam less than if they were 
on welfare, but said, "We have to make a 
start somewhere. If there are jobs available 
they should take them." 

Why is Surrey City Council trying to pull 
off this piece of iHogic, the end result of 
which will be the eventual cutting off of 
people who refuse to take- jobs, even when 
those jobs fail to provide even for subsis- 
tance. For a long time, the Welfare Dept. 
has been systematically harassing young 
people on welfare. People applying for 


cash assistance who have a place to stay are 
often told they must live in a hostei and re- 
ceive meal tickets, rather than get cash 
assistance. People who need a place to live 
are told they can only stay in a hostel for 
four days. People who make more than thir- 
ty dollars a month working are cut off wel- 
fare although they may have only a tempor - 
ary job and their re-applications for welfare 
are often refused. 

This constant harassment of young people 
is the plan of a government which refuses to 
adjustitselfto serve the needs of the people. 
Instead, the govemment and the Social As- 
sistance department continue to oppress the 
people in the service of rich businessmen. 

The berry picking plan for Surrey will only 
help berry farmers to get pickers at slave 
wages, and will not help welfare recipients 


get jobs that will meet their survival needs. 

Surrey is an economically depressed area 
anda logical place for the government and 
businessmen to initiate a plan for hiring 
cheap labour to keep profits up. Surrey 
will not be an isolated instance of this sort 
of plan. Mayor Campbell has already said 
that he supports the action of Surrey City 
Council, and he said that welfare recipients 
who refuse to take a job (even if it pays less 
thon their welfare cheque), would not re- 
ceive welfare payments. 

The situation of poor people is slowly get- 
ting worse asthe government systematically 
refuses us our basic survival needs. We 
must fight against government offensives 
such as the berry picking plan and demand 
that the government meet the survival needs 
of the people. 













Less than a month ago the RCMP organ- 
ized the bulldozing of some people's hou- 
ses on Long Beach. These houses were the 
product of the love and labour of people 
who had chosen to go live on the Island 
where it's easier to survive well off the 
land and the sea, rather than live jobless 
and homeless off of welfare in Vancouver. 
Some had lived there for years until the 
Queen's finest, together with some right- 
wing hardhats they organized out of a lo- 
cal camp, went on a rampage. Later that 
night "people unknown" retumed and 
burned down several. more occupied dwell- 





m | youth). 
E known it was coming for over a year 
now . We just didn't know exactly how and 
when they would do it. Well, we now know 
the when, and we're getting some initial 
glimpses of the how. It's a combination of 
the stick and the carrot. The stick is the 
same old one we've had to deal with for 
years now: pigs of various sizes and shapes 
and colours of uniform. The carrot, how- 
ever, is something new to our experience, 
though not new to the historical experience 
of oppressed peoples. They are using a dis- 
tortion, a sort of fascist cartoon, of our own 
_ culture of resistance to control our lives. 

Just after the rampage on the Island, Ray 
Williston, Minister of Lands and Forests . 
together with some advisors from the. Youth 
Opportunities Program, showed up. They 
arranged a meeting between themselves, 
the RCMP, loca! city officials, and the 
most militant of the remaining youth, during 
which the youth were informed there was no 
way they were going to be allowed to stay in 
their homes. They were told they could re- 
main "secretly" until Labour Day, but after 
that they would all be busted if they were 
found in the area. It was a show of force 
by the State in which they laid all their 
cards on the table. They tried to be nice a- 
bout it, though. Here's where the cartoon 
comes in. The State Dept. representative 
said that he was looking into the possibility 
of getting some Crown land for the people, 
where they could resettle and live happily 
ever after. This land would be north of 
Prince George in the shield country where 
the primary crop is rocks, and where the 












people would be effectively isolated from 
any other "transients" who might have tried 
to follow their leadership and build their 
own homes on the Island. He expressed the 
desire that similar "imaginative possibili- 
ties" should be discovered and used to rip 
off people's freedom. 

For years now youth in North America 
have been rejecting capitalist economics , 
society, culture and all that it entails: 
competition, greed, exploitation, dehuman- 
ization, profit, profit and more profit re- 
gardless of who or what is destroyed in the 
process, including whole nations of people 
and the whole planet. Out of that rejection 
grew something positive, a culture of resis- 
tance, stressing experimentation with new 
styles of living, of relating to the world 
and the people in it. For a while, there 
were a lot of high hopes about that culture 
and its products, but within an oppressive 
society, no resistance culture can grow up 
unharmed., 

The Black culture that emerged in the US 
was based on a spirituality that initially 
was a force uniting the people for survival. 
It was shaped by an alertness and quickness 
of mind disguised from the slavemaster by 


"cool", also necessary for survival, But 
this living reality was tumed into a racist 
cartoon by the oppressors. Soul was stereo- 
typed as superstition. The cool was tumed 
into a kind of dumb, Steppin Fetchitt image. 
And once this had been done, the stereo- 
type was pushed to the people as reality 
and the culture was used as a further means 
of oppressing the people. A similar situa- 
tion has occurred in Quebec, where the 
reality of Quebecois culture has been dis- 
torted intoimages of the"French-Canadian", 
the “Pea-Souper" with their beer, their 
Catholicism and their hockey games. Once 
the living culture had been distorted and 
institutionalized, it was forced back on the 
people and used to define them in the op- 
Pressor's terms. 





FOR WHO? 


It's just this kind of trick that is now be- 
ing developed to stop the resistance of 
youth in North America. The real homes 
that were built out of love and struggle 
are being openly bulldozed and bumed, 
and in exchange the State is offering a car- 
toon of-those homes, a State financed 'city' 
in the barren north, where people are out 
of the way. 

Remember Pierre's comments, as he 
watched the people demonstrate in the 
streets on Mayday from high in the Hotel 
Vancouver? "I wish we could take 10, 000 
of them and say go build a city up in the 
northern part of Canada. l'm sure the gov- 
emment would certainly help set up the 
structures if there were a real desire for it. 

"You've got some engineers, you've got 
some doctors, you've got some groovy peo- 
ple who want to live in communities -- go 
and stake out a new city up there. ~ 

"Such a project would help diffuse the 
mass of physical, sexual, and psychic e- 
nergy bottled up in the country's youth." 





Meanwhile, the government closes down 
Keegenah House and the Cool-Aid Hostel, 
the only two hostels in Vancouver which 
remotely understand what "control over your 
own life" means, while passing outmillions 
of dollars to youth through the Youth Op- 
potunities program. This apparent paradox 
is actually easily: explained. Those two 
hostels could not be allowed to go on ex- 
isting, since they offered real, living al- 
ternatives to the repressive hostel system 
being set up by the govemment. The Bur- 
naby Social Services Department is setting 
up a series of small hostels from which youth 
will be farmed out to stay with individual 
families. It is hoped that this experience 
will give youth an understanding of "the, 
responsibilities of adulthood" and that they 

cont'd next page 








Four Seasons Site Taken 


Early Saturday morning, a group of about 
fifty people, mostly young, occupied the 
site of the proposed four seasons hi-rise 
complex. They brought shovels, wheelbar- 
rows, trees, flowers, and seeds and set to 
Work to transform a fenced-in, barren eye- 
sore into a people's park. 

As word of the action spread, more people 
came down, bringing tools, flowers, and 
food. 

In a few hours, they had made a rock 
garden, a tiny pond, benches, a sand box , 
some vegetable patches, and planted numer- 
ous trees, shrubs and flowers. The flag of 
the National Liberation Front of South Viet- 
nam was hoisted over the site. 

The occupiers were very soon followed on- 
to the site by the police who immediately 
arrested four people for attempting’ to re- 
move a section of the fence around the site. 
Police mingled with the people for about 
an hour and a half without incident until 
about 1 p.m. when eight police entered 
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Building The Peoples 
Park 

the site to arrest one of the youths. On the 
word of an informer, a demonstrator, Paul 
Watson, was arrested while working in the 
vegetable garden. Several bystanders ob- 
jected and one woman was arrested for thate 
Watson was charged with willful damage a- 


fter having his arm twisted and being thrown 
about by the police. In the end, he was 





one of nine to be taken into custody. 

The aggressive actions of the police back 
Up strongly the contention of the organizers 
that the confrontation was between people 
and property. 

None of us expect to win that battle here 
and now. But the stage is being set. Cas- 
valties were high, but as of press time, 
building the park was still going on. Some 
fifty people were atthe site through Satur- 
day night, and the number swelled to more 
than four hundred on Sunday as people 
worked in the park, played music, and gen - 
erally got off on their collective presence , 


More are staying Sunday night and the 
occupation will continue until the land is 
tumed over to the people. 


The Partisan Party. extends its support to 
the project now under way and offers to 
help in whatever ways are possible. No 
force on earth is greater than the people 
united. 





One More Step 


This week the YMCA is setting up a 
"temporary" work camp near Indian Arm 
with the active support of the government. 
The "Y" is hiring men between the ages of 
18. and 25 to work for a five week period 


“building ; 


paying only $2 a day plus room and board. 
The government knows that young'men with- 
out work have to be controlled to keep 
them from getting organized and fighting 
for their survival needs. 

Attached to the very short 4 hour work- 
day ‘is a one and a half hour compulsory 
discussion -- or more properly called an 
indoctrination period. The men will be 
taught how their bad attitudes are respons- 
ible for them not finding work. This point 


of view contradicts one rather important 


fact -- that there are, by the government's 
own admission, 700,000 unemployed people 
in Canada. There are no jobs for those 
700,000. And 700,000 hungry, unemploy- 
ed men is more than the government can 
handle. The government cannot Jong afford 
to support the mass of unemployed. So, it. 
is beginning labour camps which basically 
boil down to slave labour. 

The poor, now, have no choice but to 
work in these labour camps. The only al- 
ternative open is to go hungry. We cannot 
stay home from these camps. The govem- 
ment knows that. But we can and must 
turn those work camps into active centres 
of resistance against the system. Only by 
turning the enemy's weapon back on him- 
self can we hope to win. Labour camps 
will not serve to divide and pacify the 


people. Rather they will be used to unite 
and mobilize towards a revolutionary 
struggle. 


capitalist rape of the earth can. then 


youth opportunities cont’d 


As for Youth Opportunities, it is poten- 
tially a great opportunity for the state to 
define and control the activity of youth. 
The resistance that developed around the 


bought off fo eap 


into a recycling project that bandages cap- 
italism while consuming the energy of youth 
and putting them under the direct financial 
control of the State. There's nothing wrong 
with recycling in itself. It's necessary, e- 
ven, to develop that activity. But as long 
as all it does is bandage the system that 
goes on producing the damage, it is an in- 
stitutional parody of the original resistance 
and understanding of youth culture, and a 
Way of controlling youth. 

In-site crisis center is a real service to 
people in trouble. But as long gs all it does 


is use its $10,980 to bandagd individuals 
without organizing them to deal with the 
source of their problems, then it is a bad 


cartoon of the original cultural resistance 
that understood that this system mutilates 
people from the day they are bom, and in 
order to finally serve the needs of the peo- 
ple we have to destroy it and build a new 
one. 

This is true of all the Youth Opportunities 
programs; Rainbow City Hall, the Free U., 
In-site, Joshua, Inner-City, Frog Hollow 
and all the others. It's necessary for our 
survival to realize that the days of the old 
youth culture are over and gone. It's still 
necessary to move off our understandings 
and serve people's needs, but it is no longer 
enough to just do that. The State is organ- 

izing, and if we are to survive we. too, 
must organize and train to deal with the 
root of the problem: capitalism and class 


oppression, 

When the blacks in the U.S. began to 
collectively realize their situation, the way 
they were caged in and defined by racist 











people. They went right on taking the mo= 

ney that wan meant to buy them off, but in- 
stead of being bought off, they used it to 

organize, train, buy weapons, and they be= 
gan to shoot their way out of the cage. 

The Quebecois took the money and used it 

to organize, train, buy explosives, and 
they began to dynamite their way out. 

We must leam from those struggles if we 
are going to survive and be free. We must 
take the government's programs and use 
them to fight with. Medical projects and 
other services which are necessary for sur- 
vival can be tumed into community schools . 
where we educate ourselves and others in 
the knowledge and skills that will help free 
the people from their misery and their de- 
pendency on the system. Education projects 
can be used to really educate the people a- 
bout the nature of the problem and the na=! 
ture of the solution. Equipment can be used | 
to organize the people around serving their 
own needs pending the only real solution 
there is: revolution. All this and more we 
are capable of doing once we realize what 
the altermatives actually are: a burned out 
home and the offer of a thinly disguised 
Prison camp in the North, or a life and 
death struggle to organize and fight for con- 
trol over our own lives. We, too, must be- 
gin to dynamite our way out. 








_ ta iir 








page 7 





Tenants Rise Up in Toronto 





The struggle of poor people fighting for 
better living conditions is a continental 
struggle. What happens in other places 
such as Toronto is based on the same prob- 
lems as we face here. The exemplary action 
of fighting tenants against the outrageous 
conditions provided by the capitalists must 
be examined closely and their experience 
analyzed by people in housing projects in 
Vancouver. 

On April 23, women and children tenants 
demonstrated against O.H.C. (Ontario 
Housing Corporation) on Bloor Street in Tor- 
onto and as a result were brutally attacked 
by police. The demonstration was called 
by tenants at the Blake Street project when 
©.H.C, failed to provide adequate recre- 
ation facilities and parkland for children on 
the project. When they asked for money to 
build the facilities, O.H.C. offered a 
measly $1000. This amount was hardly e- 
nough and O.H.C. knew it since there are 


refused and they locked the inside doors! 
The people in the lobby went and got food 
and drinks for the women and children 
locked inside. 

"The police not only refused to let the 
kids (inside) use the washrooms but they 
wouldn't even let us give the people inside 
something to eat or drink. 

"We stuck straws through the slits in the 
doors so they could drink pop and broke 
wafers up to shove them through. A few 
kids were crying because they had been 
separated from their mothers but that didn't 
bother those bastards. 

"A plainsclothes cop tried to drag a 13 
year old boy off for pounding on the window 
but before he succeeded the boy gave him 
a good kick in the eye. Would you believe 
it took four cops to take that kid away. 
Finally about four hours later the cops drag= 
ged all the people inside out on the street. 


Here are some of the things the sit-in 
proved and accomplished according to the 
tenants: 


-- It proved O.H.C. is scared of tenants 
who are determined and united. 

-- It proved O.H.C. is prepared to go to 
any length to keep us under their control 

-- It proved the police work for the capi- 
talists, not the majority of the people. 

-- O.H.C, tenants in some projects reacted 
by forming new associations which prom- 
ise to be "nice", 

-- O.H.C. tenants in other projects have 
taken heart from our action and are be- 
ginning to organize to demand their 
rights. 

~~ The „city's parks and recreation depart- 
ment, school boards, grants, etc. sud- 
denly seem to be more accessible. 

What accomplished these things is the 
power of the people in solidarity. The ten- 





WE WANT | DECENT HOUSING 


about 1000 kids in the project. A thousand 
dollars will only buy three sets of swings, 
12 seats in all. This form of government 
tokenism angered the tenants and conse- 
quently they called the demonstration. They 


_ drew up a leaflet and circulated it to other 


housing projects asking them to bring chil- 
dren. They wanted O.H.C. to see what it 


_ is like to have kids running around with no 


place to play. 

According to a writer in the Guerilla 
newspaper printed in Toronto, this is what 
transpired: "There were about 15 adults 
and 30 children in the beginning but | lost 
count later on. We marched in the build- 
ing singing songs about how crappy O.H.C. 
was and told the kids to make themselves at 
home. 

"We wanted them (O.H.C.) to talk to all 
of us but naturally theywanted a delegation 
(the old divide and conquer tactic.) We 


They were lined up across Bloor Streef and 
were arrested for obstructing traffic. One 
thing | will say for the pigs, they didn't 
discriminate, little kids as well as adults 
were loaded into the paddywagon." 

The Blake Tenants Union report included 
a description of the police activities: 

"Shortly afterwards the police moved in 
for the arrest. They were like animals. 
They pulled hair, clawed our faces, kicked 
us and ripped our clothes. Some younger 
kids cried, while older children put protec- 
tive arms around them and made their own 
chain of defense. When the pigs pushed 
them around, the children automatically 
went limp, so no one was badly hurt. 

"The mothers and children must have rep- 
resented some power, because it took 100 
uniformed police, close to 50 plainsclothes 
men and child detention officers to protect 
O.H.C. from us." 





ants expressed this in one of the songs that 
they sang at the action: 

"Tenants now unite 

We must put-up a fight 

To make us free from slavery 

And O.H.C. tyranny. 

This fight is not in vain 

We've got our rights to gain 

Will you be a fool -- an O,H.C, tool 

And serve your enemy ?" 


If activities like this begin in Vancouver 
and it is possible they may, the women and 
children of the housing projects should not 
fight alone. All of us who share the same 
basic position in society as they do owe it 
to them as well as ourselves to be prepared 
to act in unity. Transients, students, young 
workers and unemployed must begin now to 
band together to serve and defend their com- 
munities and themselves against all forms of 
institutionalized oppression. 
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Constable Nickel isa model cop. Not 
only does he break the law on the job, he 
does it off the job too. 

But that's no surprise. He 

Constable Nickel is one of hundreds of 
police in the Lower Mainland who is 
trained as a soldier in a domestic army that 
is occupying poor communities. 

And a soldier in Vancouver doesn't worry 
about legal niceties any more than soldiers 


is trained to, 





in Indochina do, - 
The official RCMP manual puis it very 


clearly, Police are "men with a mission, 
the maintenance of law and order. Just as 
the task of our armed services is to guard 
against threats to our freedoms from without 
the task of our police forces js to guard a- 
gainst threats to our freedom from within." 

Whenever there is a conflict between up- 
holding the law and ‘maintaining order’, 
police will always opt to break the law. 
Usually they don't have to think about it 
since ninety percent of the laws are expli- 
citly designed to serve those with money 
and property, not to meet human needs. 
Only a few laws -- those cited in the Par- 
tisan Legal First Aid Section, for exam- 
ple -- con be used by the people to demand 
their basic rights. 

A police text used in training Vancouver 
recruits, for example, gives advice on how 
to do an illegal ‘frisk search’: "Whenever 
the suspect isa juvenile lacking in exper- 
ience, tell him that he is suspected of 
being implicated in a serious crime, such 
as murder, and that you are looking for 
evidence. He will consent to the search 
because he will have nothing to fear con- 
ceming the crime you mentioned." 

But Police Chief Fisk knows that using 
tricks like this won't be enough to 'main- 
tain order. Especially when people begin 
to leam and demand their legal rights. 
Fisk is alarmed about the 'threat from 
within’ that he sees arising out of "social 
pressures" in Vancouver area poor neigh- 
boufhoods. This. year he pioneered the 
third major reorganization of the Van- 
couver police force in ten years to meet 


of social control. A Va 








the impending crisis. 
Police are being organized into foot pa- 
trols concentrated in what Fisk calls “haz 
ardous areas". He hopes that they will 
"get to know the community better’ so that 
they can do 'preventative crime work’. 
135 new recruits have been added to Van- 
couver's nine hundred man squad to provide 
the manpower for the foot patrol system. 
‘Knowing the community better’ means 
working more closely with all the agencies 








er Police 
Department pamphlet names "the Children's 
Aid Society, Juvenile Probation Depart- 





ment, Community Centers, Boy's Clubs, 
Parks Board, Health and Welfare and 
City Social Service" ina partial list of 


who they work with. 

"Preventative Crime Work" means taking 
the offensive in launching campaigns at 
hazardous areas and ‘potential trouble- 
makers'. Apparently the old method of 
maintaining order by picking up 'suspects' 
Without any real evidence and framing them 
in order to 'solve crimes" isn't enough any 
more. Now they pick up suspects before 
the "crime" is committed, R 

Last year, the Youth Preventative Squad 
launched a major offensive in Strathcona, 
Clark Park and other poor communities to 
harass and break up the loose gangs of 
youth that interfered with police ideas a- 
bout "maintaining order’. 

The plan was very simple. Street workers 
funded by the City's Social Planning Dept. 
made friends with the kids in the gangs. 
They set up programs for recreation or 
makework projects and challenged gang 
"leaders' fo participate in these organized 
activities. 

Ifand when the ‘soft sell" didn't work, 
Youth Squad police used the information 
gathered from this and other agencies to do 
selective harassment directed at suppòsed 
gang "leaders'. One tactic was to pick up 
identified 'rebels' and beat on them while 
doing an illegal interrogation. 

They called on probation officers, social 
workers or school guidance counsellors to 












put. pressure on selected ‘troublemakers! 
and perhaps visit their parents. These a- 
gencies are empowered to punish juveniles 
in all sorts of ways without having to dream 
up a legal pretext or make a formal arrest. 
In Riley Park, BC Housing Commission 
even threatened toevict families with 
‘delinquent children’. 

Fisk hasn't forgotten the lessons of the 
English Bay riots last summer. He knows 
that the natural response to persistent po- 
lice harassment and offensive campaigns is 
more militant and widespread resistance. 

More than six hundred men will receive 
new training modelled on U.S, and Can- 
adian military programs at the police col- 
lege on Dead Man's Island off Stanley Park 
this year. A full-time Riot Squad is get- 
ing'intensive training and is already equip- 
ped with 36" riot sticks, tear gar, helmets, 
and two thousand cans of mace. 

The Stanley Park "Party" organized by the 
Vancouver Liberation Front last summer was 
used as a pretext fora trial run of the "e~ 
mergency" plan. Seven hundred Troops 
were flown from Alberta to Chilliwack and 
were put on fifteen minute alert, They 
were backed up by planes and trucks on 
standby. Over two hundred locally-sta- 
tioned troops were placed in the three ar- 
mories close to the park, dressed in full 
battle gear. In addition all Lower Main- 
land police forces were put on ready alert 
and reserves were activated. 

Coincidentally, the Richmond Fire De- 


oom 





vals for riot control. 
Even police working in civilian agencies 
for social control are mobilized in certain 











the reasons why . 


a revolutionary 


leadership 


selves and 


to the people. 


police cont’ 


continental. Canada - US integrated plans 
for practicing dealing with urban revolts. 
Virtually every city on the continent is 
heoked into an elaborate network which 
sezs regular exchange of information on 
ceses. The head of the Vancouver Welfare 
Department "fraud squad" was seen on the 
fringes of the courthouse in police uniform 
during the VLF sponsored rally in support 
of the FLQ last October looking for welfare 
recipients who dared oppose the federal 
govemment, 

Strangely enough, the annual TOPSCIM 
war games =- that mobilize military and 
civilian forces'in the face of a simulated 
atomic attack -- consisted mainly of man- 
oevres directed at controlling hypothetical 
urban riot situations last year. 

The TOPSCIM. games are one of several 
new weapons, plans for launching commun- 
ity offensives and training programs. The 
police forces are hooked in again to na- 
tional military networks centered in the 
Pentagon Urban Riot Control Center and 
the underground operational Canadian 
headquarters at Carp, seventeen 
from Ottawa. 

The political impetus for the integration 
ofall military, para-military and civilian 
forces came after the Detroit riots in 
1967. Both the ‘conservative! Congress 
Permanent Committee on Investigation and 
the 'liberal' Presidential Commission on 
Civil Disorder came up with almost ident- 
ical proposals launching community of- 
fensives in close coordination with civil- 
ian agencies of social control and militar- 
ization of the police forces. 


miles 








The Partisan Party, in recent weeks, has 
received three separate invitations to parti- 
cipate with other groups in united fronts. 
On all three occasions we have declined, 
and it is our intention here to make clear 


The Partisan Party is attempting to become 
combat party providing 
fo the struggle of -the dis- 
possessed. The poor in Vancouver and else- 
where have a long history of fighting the 
system for their survival, but these struggles 
have too long been individual and isolated . 
We will try, in the coming months, to unify 
the resisting elements of our base, foliowing 
in the steps of the Quebecois, blacks, 
Vietnamese and other colonized peoples, 
and begin fighting the class war against im- 
perialism whose victory will free us all. 
Our main task now -is to consolidate our- 
integrate ourselves with the 
struggles of our base -- the dispossessed. 
A United Front isa tactical alliance of 
organizations and their supporters to fight a 
common enemy or struggle. A united front 
is not a way of gaining supporters, but ra- 
ther a method of consolidating supporters in 
a common fight under a unified leadership. 
To enter into a united front without a base 
or a community of supporters is to entera 
paper alliance of leaders without followers 
-- an alliance that is based ona false unity, 
therefore unable to provide good leadership 
In fact, such an alliance 
would prevent us from spending the time 
necessary to fulfill our primary tasks. 
The Partisan Party does not now have a 
ity of suppor 
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ters it can 


AN OPEN LETTER 


Until 


achieving this goal, participation in any 
united fronts could only be rhetorical and 
paper support and not productive. In addi- 
tion, it would be an excessive burden on 
our small and overworked membership. 

We do applaud the attempts of the organ- 
ized left in Vancouver to break down the 
sectarianism that has so long divided us. 
And we do look at the other ‘groups in this 
city not as enemies or as competitors, but 
as progressive groups contributing to the 
struggle against fascism. 
needs now is all kinds of organizers. We 
regret that at this time we have so little to 
offer and hope to be strong enough in the 
near future to provide useful and productive 
leadership in the unified struggle for survi- 
val and liberation of the people of Vancou- 
ver and of the world, 

It is our intention to keep in close contact 
with other radical and revolutionary organ- 
izations in the city and offer whatever con- 
crete assistance we can possibly give. The 
Partisan Party wants to have a mutually cri- 
tical relationship with other groups here in 
It is through struggle around revolu- 
tionary practice that a true unity deserving 
of the respect of the people will develop. 


town. 


Vancouver will probably follow Quebec's 
lead where such "emergency" arrangements 
have been in effect since 1968. The uni- 
fied command structure made the occupa- 
tion of Montreal this winter by eleven 
thousand troops a routine operation. 

The new legislation being prepared in 
Ottawa to replace the Public Order Act 
will further help the process of integrating 
local police intoa unified civilian-mili- 
tary force occupying "hazardous" communi- 
ties. 

Knowledge of reality is the main tool in 
helping us move properly. We won't be- 
come demoralized merely because we know 
that the government is escalating its att- 
acks. Despite their efforts, they failed at 
stopping the resistance of the Quebecois. 


They will not succeed at immobilizing us. 


The knowledge we have of police strategy 
and tactics should not scare us. Rather, it 
should be used to help determine the best 
way to fight, and to protect ourselves from 
the enemy's war plans. It is clear that a 
domestic army is being formed and activat- 
ed. Our response must be to forma peo- 
ple's army to fight the state. We will func- 
tion ina centralized way, and our basic 
fighting unit will be a commando cell in 
each small community. The job of the 
commando will be to give political and mi- 
litary leadership to the struggle and mo- 


bilize the community in defense of itself. 


We must arm ourselves with weapons , 
skills, and techniques. But we must also 
arm ourselves with correct politics and up- 


to-date information about our enemy. This 
is where we start. 








fight a unified struggle with other progres- 
sive organizations. We are, at this time,a 
relatively small group of revolutionaries 
dedicated to building such a community . 
we have moved further along in 


ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 


THE PARTISAN PART 
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BLOOD BATH 


let’s get it over 


with. Nomore 
appeasement. 


Conaeh VQ 


Governor, State of Ci 









FASCISM 


Just who does the government think its fooling? In the past, 
governments have relied on the support of the People to maintain 
power. Now they can no longer count on this support, The int- 
emational band of pirates headed by the United States has reached 
out too far. They now own one-half the bodies and two-thirds of 
the land on this planet. But ownership of land, even when sup- 
ported by eleven million uniformed Americans in arms, will not 
hold together a crumbling empire. 

Despite the presence of half a million Yankee troops and more 
bomb tonnage than was used in the Second World War, the noble 
Vietnamese are winning their struggle for freedom. And the im- 
perialist countries are not able to absorb the cost of this defeat. 
If the people of tiny Vietnam can defeat the U.S., no place is 
safe for them. 

Inflation is rampant. The poor, especially those on fixed in- 
comes (welfare, unemployment insurance, old age pensions, etc.) 
are hardest hit. Inflation has been highest in food and survival 
necessities, and it is no secret that prices in low income areas 
are higher still than the average. 

Unemployment is rocketing and welfare rolls are so long now 
that governments can no longer afford them. The govemment has 
only one option -- increase control -- control over our minds and 
bodies, control over our thoughts and actions, in order to prevent 
us from resisting. But we are resisting. 

Quebec gives us an idea of what is coming. Generations of 
exploitation, degradation and humiliation have led to the current 
stage of war in Quebec. Now larger and larger numbers of peo- 
ple are fighting. They will no longer be robbed of their culture, 
their language, their jobs, and their lives. The people began to 
fight in St. Leonard for their culture, against Bill 63 to preserve 
their language, at La Grenade, La Palme, and by occupying the 
welfare offices for their jobs and their economic rights to survive, 
and against the entire fascist system for their lives. Quebec is 





not be defeated, 
Though we are clearly not a colony like Quebec, examples 
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on leading to the resistance there c 





at social control and repression are already in effect. Bill 33 
has taken from the workers the striking rights gained after 40 
years of struggle in the ninteenth century. The five day welfare 
rule, designed to make it impossible for people to get and keep 
getting their survival needs from the government will force many 
people to leave B.C. The bureaucrats from Social Planning, 
Children's Aid, Crease Clinic, and other institutions, are laun- 
ching an offensive designed to increase the state's control over 
the lives of poor people. 


\ a. AM 

Last summer, 180 specially trained RCMP were brought to Van- 
couver to deal with anticipated labor unrest. While they were 
never used for that purpose, they were prepared to move at any 
point. When the Vancouver Liberation Front held "the Party" at 
Stanley Park, the governments responded with more than 1000 
troops from as far away as Wainwright, Alberta. They were not 
afraid just of a few hundred hippies and freaks taking over the 
park. They were aware that resistance among the majority of 
people is building and they were practicing to crush that resis- 
tance. One hundred thirty-five new members are being added to 
the Vancouver Police Department and heavy concentration in 
training is given not only to riot cor rol, but also to fighting 
furban guerilla warfare. No longer are there just fifteen officers 
trained to use shotguns and other weapons of urban warfare . 
Three hundred men are now training. This is nota simple attempt 
by the govemments to put down militants. Nor is it paranoia. 

The system is collapsing and people are rising up. Colonized 
people, both in the third world and in the empire's metropolis, 
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now occupied by Her Majesty's Army. But the Quebecois wil! | 






The earliest steps i 











REVOLUTIO N 


are fighting back so successfully that America and its imperialist 
allies like Canada, are no longer able to maintain control. For 
a long time, the rulers of this damned system exploited and bru- 
talized people in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and isolated 
non-white and non-anglo people here in North America. They 
bribed us to keep quiet while they beat our brothers and sisters 
into the ground. Yes, we were exploited. But we foolishly let 
our apathy and our phony trumped up privilege to separate us from 
our comrades and our allies. 

But the courageous and valiant struggles of the Vietnamese, the 
Angolans, and Uruguayans, the Quebecois, the American Blacks 
andall colonized people, have put the ruling class in serious 
trouble. It is true that these struggles, led by the Vietnamese, 
are making military victories against the most powerful military 
machine ever assembled. But their victory goes even beyond that. 
The cost to the system has been so great, it can no longer afford 
to throw pacifying crumbs at the rest of us. Those struggles have 
inflicted incalculable harm on the imperialists. They canno 
longer afford welfare systems to keep whites full and fed. Welfare 
is being cut back. They can no longer give us liberal justice. 
The iron fist of capitalist "justice" will no longer be reserved for 
Quebecois, blacks and natives. Itis here for all of us. The 
system is going broke, and it cannot buy its way out, 

The money crisis in Europe last week was no game, What 
it really means is that white North America can no longer be 
bought off. There isn't the money. We are losing our false 
priviledge and we are going down economically and socially. 
There is now only one way to govern all of us. FASCISM 

We are in a depression and hungry people fight. Local po- 
lice are no longer used for the enforcement of local jusitce . 
They are no longer part of our communities. They are the arms 
of a vast network of power reaching from Ottawa, Toronto, 
Washington, and New York. Since we can't be bribed into 
voluntarily accepting our position, the government will now try 
to beat us into our place. We will not be beaten , si 
We.are not going to fight to regain our privilege. We know who 
























































fighting for our freedom. We don't want just jobs for us. 
will no longer accept privilege that cannot be shared with those 
who have, unaided, led our fight for so long. The days of com- 
promise are over and sill never again retum. We were fools in 
the past, but our errors are behind us and we are changing. 


The struggle of the Vietnamese and the Quebecois is a serious 
one. In our blindness we did not see that they were fighting for 
us, too. We now see, and pledge ourselves to join that fight, 
This is not a light step. Following the vanguard leadership of 
the colonies, we have formed a party which is attempting to be- 
come a combat party, a democratically central, disciplined party 
of revolutionaries whose goal is to overthrow by any means,nec- 
essary, the imperialist system. z 

Revolution cannot be made by loose groups of radicals fighting 
anarchistically. It can only be made by a disciplined revolution= 
ary party which provides leadership to the struggles of their na- 
tion or class. The NLF, the FLQ, and the Black Panther Party 
have provided that leadership. Now we, the Partisan Party, fol- 
lowing their example, are trying to get together with oppressed 
people in Vancouver and provide concrete revolutionary leader- 
ship to the anti-imperialist struggle. We will try to develop a 
model for revolutionary organizing in North America. Where we 
succeed, we want other to follow us. Where we fail, we want 
those failures public so they can be seen and learned from. It is 
out intention to mobilize youth into a functional combat party 
and integrate ourselves into the struggles of the dispossessed. 

Whether we succeed or fail will be known only when history 
looks back. But the decisions, struggles, and actions of the pre- 
sent and near future will determine that judgement. The fences 
arenow falling and sides are being taken here as everywhere else. 
For those who, like Pierre LaPorte, choose the side of capital 
and fascism, the justice of the people will shed no tears. But for 
those who, like Bobby Seale and Paul Rose, dedicate their lives 


to the struggle for freedom, our support will never end. We will 
fight and we shall win ! 


ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 







































At all times say as little as possible to the 
police. Whenever you are stopped or ques 
tioned, you have o right to know the offi 
cer's nome ond badge number. Ask whether 
you ore under arrest. Unless you are or- 
rested, driving a car, or being questioned 
for vagroncy, you do not haye fe say any= 
thing, even your name. 


Dwelling House 

“Th the police come fo your house, demand 
to see the warrant or Writ of Assistance, If 
they don't have one, don't let them in. 
Warrants must comy the correct dote and 
must specify who or whot is being searched 
for. If the warrant is for the orrest of a 
penson and you produce that person, you 
don't have to let them in. You never have 
to let a social worker enter your home, un- 
less she or he has a warrant. If the police 
or anyone enters illegally you must first 
demand thet he leave your property == if 
he doesn't comply, you are legally justified 
in using only as much force os is necessar 
to remove hi (Sections 40 & 41 oF a4 
Criminal Code of Canada.) IF your door 
has a chain lock, use The police fre~ 
quently push open an Unlocked door when 
they have no warrant or writ. Ifa Writ is 
used (common in dope raids) they con and 
will break in, probably through several en- 
tronces simultaneously, without knocking. 











On the Street 

You do not have to answer any questions, 
even your name, or show any |.D, unless 
the officer is questioning you under section 
«164 (vagrancy). If he is using this section , 
you must give him your name and one off 
(a) your address, (b) your destination, or 
(e) a source of income. After you have 
given this information, walk away. You 
don't have to talk to him. He cannot re- 
quire HES to get into his car or move any 
where unless he clearly states that you ore 
under arrest. á ue 


Assault 

TF yov ore attacked without. provocation 
by a police officer, you have the legal 
right to use as much force as 1s necessary 
to defend yourself (Section 34 of the Crim- 
inal Code). Don't let the police provoke 


you or intimidate you by pushing or bod- 
mouthing, etc. If an officer tries to force 
you to enter his car without 





you, he is acting illegally; an 
according to section 29 of the Criminal 
Code, you con resist. In practice, itis 
useless to fight unless there ore witnesses 
around, and youthink you can win. Together 
we have to work for the time when we will 
always win. 
Arrest 

Section 29 of the Criminal Cade 
@ reason must be given for an orrest. 
means they must have a warrant 
nome, or catch you in the aci 
ting a crime, or have reasonable grounds 
for believing that you have committed or 
are about fo commit a crime. IF the officer 
does not hove a wariant, he must tell you 
the true grounds for arrest, Resisting arrest 
is often the charge they get someone on, 
after æ bullshit bust. You should be cer- 
fein ‘thot the arrest is Ilegal (no. warrant 
‘and no reasonable grounds) before you re- 
sist. You can be fairly certain that any 
doubt as to what is resonable will be re~ 
solved agsinst you. 
IF You are Arrested 
“Dent say onyihing; The police will usu- 
ally try to engage you in "Friendly" con= 
versation in the ear and/or on the way to 
the station. This is the oldest evidence- 

jn the book. Don't sign any- 

thing. Thay will ask a lor of questions ot 
the stotion. Give only your name and ad- 
dress and demand your right to o phone call. 
Unless you are charged with on indictable 
offence, you con and should refuse to be 
photographed and fingerprinted, (Vagrancy, 
theft under $50, creating o disturbance, 
etc. ore not indictable.) They have the 
right to seize weapons (including your belt 
and shoelaces) ond evidence related to the 
charge. They donot have the right to take, 
merely for safeguarding, money, your wal 
let, or papers, etc. 























Driving a Cor 
TTF you ore pulled over when driving o car, 
FIRST, lock all the doors ond roll up the 
windows, except leave the driver's window 


A E ES 








open just wide enough to give the officer 
your driver's licence, registrotion, and 
insurance. He cannot require you to get 
out of the cor unless you are under arrest. 
Nor con he require you to open the cor to 
unless he is conducting o legel search 
tlined below. No one else in the cor 
do or say anything. 











Searches 
“The only time you have to submit to a 
search of your person before amest is ifs 
(o) the search is conducted under the Nor- 
cotics Control Act, (b) if the search is con- 
ducted under the Govemment Liquor Act, 
or (e) if 
under o Writ of Assistonce - 
ment Liquor Act and the Narcotics Control 
Act also give police the right tosearch your 
car, If you are arrested, ond only after 
you are arrested, you con be searched for 
weaponsand evidence related tothe charge. 





Moveoble Property 
“Police may not seize your moveable prop- 
erty unless it is specified in o writ or war~ 
rant, comes under the Govemment Liquor 
Act or the Narcotics Control Act, or is ev- 
idence related to a charge. Such evidence, 
d ony legal weapon, may only be seized 
if you are arrested. You have the right to 
defend your property with as much force os 
necessary, providing you stote your claim 
to be in legal possession of it. (Section 39 
of the Criminal Code.) 

All this looks pretty good on paper, but 
remember you have no rights at all if the 
pigs decide you don't, particularly when 
you're in jail. You have to use common 
sense and good tactics to apply the law in 
a useful way, IF there ore a lot of people 
around, your best defense is probably to 
start spouting your legol rights, loud ond 

If you're alone in on alley with six 
ooking for on excuse to beat on you, 
ern VII come quietly." = 
thot way you'll be back to fight another 
day. Above oll, don't try to impress the 
pigs with how smart or tough you ore - their 
arrogance and egoism will drive them to 
stomp you os hard os they con. 
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To Survive We Must Fight 








Survival is a struggle - a hard struggle, 
especially when we're fighting alone. We 
face a system that is against us; a system 
that by its very nature, can't and won't 
provide for the necessities of life. We 
live in rundown housing, receive inade- 
quate medical care, eat bad food, wear 
cheap clothing that costs us a fortune and 

*go to schools that teach us lies about our- 
selves and our history rather than teaching 
us the skills we need to survive. The ex- 
tent to which we receive even these bare 
necessities is determined by our class back 
ground, our racial origin, and our sex; and 
controlled by big business through instit- 
utions like the welfare, medical and 
educational systems etc. 

This is not even surviving! When we get 
angry and dare to demand more; we are 
met with repression through the servants of 
the state i.e. armed and pencil police. 
If we are alone we can not stand up to 
these assaults. To survive in this society we- 
must fight every step of the way. In the 
past we have failed to understand that win- 
ning requires us to fight together. 





` Survival means only one thing in this de- 
cadent system - living to fight and fighting 
to live. Dependency on this dying system 
will force us to give up control of our 
lives in retum for a few crumbs like ration 
cards and work camps. This is the basis of 
the state's strategy of control. To counter 
it we must begin to fight collectively in 
organized groups to survive. 





Community Commando Units 
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To Live We Must Survive 


(part 1) 


We can demand from the govemments the 
rights we are entitled to i.e. welfare, le- 
gal, medical, We can use these minimal 
handouts to survive and also as tools for 
making a revolution. Skills, such as legal, 
medical and military, which relate to our 
uation are necessary to leam and know. 
Here we can learn much from the leader- 
ship of the blacks, Puerto Ricans, and 
Quebecois. 

The govemments are already cutting back 
on their assistance programs and we can be 
sure that this policy will continue. In the 
face of these worsening conditions we must 
look to each other for our survival. The 
old destructive individual approach to sur- 
vival, which only turns people against each 
other, has to be replaced with a new col- 
lective approach. 

The survival section of the Partisan Com- 
munity News Service will be a means 
through which revolutionary skills and 
information can be collectivized and pre- 
sented in the context of building small, 
self sufficient, political, combat units, 
whose purpose is to integrate themselves 
with and provide revolutionary leadership 
for the struggles of the dispossessed people 
in specific areas of the poor communities. 
We will in fact be revolutionary com- 
mandos. Our goal is revolution by the only 
meens the capitalists have left open to us - 
armed struggle. Preparation is the key! 
Survival pending revolution is the watch- 
word! 





ie 








"We want work for everyone - work that 
serves the needs of the people". It is the 
responsibility of the govemment to make 
sure that there is work for everyone and if 
there isn't, to provide the proper food, 
shelter, and clothing necessary to live. 
But there is a big gap between what we 
want and what we are getting. Our pro- 
fit oriented system is in crisis. More and 
more the owners of big business are con- 
trolling and exploiting white people on the 
continent as they have long oppressed 
people of colour to maintain their profits. 
This is evident in the increased anti-labour 
legislation, work camps, and rising unem- 
ployment of white people. We know that 
if is becoming harder for the system to meet 
our basic needs when we are forced into a 


situation of having to beg for our survival. 
It wasn't our decision to live in run-down 


housing and pay sky-high rents; eat bad 




































food and pay high prices; or to stand in 
welfare lines and be treated like animals, 
We hear about the good life, but we do not 
experience it. There are fewer jobs so the 
poor people are forced to go to social 
assistance. Welfare is not a matter of 
choice; when there is no work, no means of 
support, if becomes the only alternative. 
Like the job market, the welfare system is 
also controlled by big business for their 
benefit; and, as a result, doesn't even meet 
the survival needs of the unemployed. We 
are forced to submit to the welfare bureau-| 
cracy, with its petty rules and regulations, 
in order to receive their meager handouts. 
Minimal survival comes at a high price. 
That cost is control of your life. This is 
manifested through the "no-knock" prac- 
tices of welfare officials who enter our 
homes illegally; through requirements such| 
as recent employment or 6 months residence! 


It is hereby r 
clared that in 
existed and sh 
without diseri 
of the individ 
security of the 
nt of propert 





know your rights demand y 


Order fo collect welfare you must state”) rng e Ey tT 


tights. 


Supplementary Allow 


1) Children grant $i 
dent child. 

2) Children clothin 
pendent child. 


that: 

l) your eamings during a monthly period 
do not exceed $30 (single) or $50 (married). 

2) your assets are not more than $500, 

3) your car value is not more than $1000. 

4) your cash value of insurance is not 
more than $1000. 

5) you have neither job opportunities nor 
funds available from other sources. š 


6) you have resided in Vancouver (if that BASIC RATES OF $€ 


is where you are applying) for a six month 1 2 Total 
perios and have had some form of employ- Unit Food Sundries Sapper 
ment in the city. i $ 35.00 $15.00 $ 50.00 
NB it is now a common practice by the 2 (1 child.) a anoo as 
welfare units to hire special detectives to B (1 child.) 78.00 45.00 123,00 
investigate frauds or suspected frauds. 8 (2 child.) 86.00 45.00 136,00 
4 (2 child.) 101.00 55.00 156.00 
4 (3 child.) 109.00 55.00 164.00 
Right of Appeal. 5 (3 child.) 124.00 65.00 189.00 
5 (4 child.) 132.00 65.00 197.00 
= 6 (4 child.) 142.00 80.00 222,00 
If you know that the welfare official has 6 (5 child.) 150.00 80.00 230.00 
acted illegally, demand an appeal from the 7 (5 child.) 160.00 95.00 255.00 
dnech IF they still afua f f T (6 child.) 168.00 95.00 263.00 
uni irector, ey stl refuse fo mee 8 (6 child.) 178.00 110.00 288.00 
your needs make a further appeal to the 8 (7 child.) 186.00 110.00 296.00 
ii i 9 (7 child.) 196.00 125.00 321.00 
board of review. Take someone with you aro asl yaad on 10600 129,00 





to give support in demanding your rights. 


3) Children recreat 
dependent child. 

4) Children school 
per dependent child. 

5) Comforts allowar 
per individual in boar 

6) Dietary allowan 
all situations includi 
in which a more ex 
diet isrecommendedas 
cal physician. This: 


Leonsients 


You are considered a transient if you can- 
not prove you have been in the local area 
for one month. If you are registered as a 
transient in Vancouver all you are entitled 
to is four days assistance -~ meals and hos- 


tel. 
NB: While the law says one month, the 


welfare department is trying to enforce a 
six month residence requirement. If you 


HAT FEEDS YOU 


in the municipality where you try to col- 
lect welfare before benefits are available; 
and through increasing the number of wel- 
fare fraud investigators who watch over us 
like criminals lest we take a few extra dol- 
lars out of their fat pockets to feed our 
families. They categorize us into dif- 
ferent’ welfare classifications on the basis 
of age, sex, and physical situation- ie. 
transients, welfare mothers, single men etc. 
to make sure we remain separated from one 
another. 

These rules and regulations are part of 
the welfare system strategy to break our 
spirit of resistance. Instead of treating us 
with respect and dignity, welfare officials 
consciously treat us with contempt and 
humiliation - like second class citizens. 
They want us to feel ashamed for being 
what we are. These brutal attacks have 
the expected results. Many times we look 































cognized and de- 
‘anada there have 
| continue to exist} 
ination the rights 
l to life, liberty, 
person and enjoy- 


idian Bill of Rights 


ur rights = __—_ enforce your rights 
alau demand your 


to expectant mothers 4 months prior ro con- 
finement. 





P 


7) Training allowance $15 per month per 
single individual ( $25 married). 








per month per depen- Special Allowances 
$15 per year per de- 1) Clothing -- minimum of $30 per adult 
annually. 
2) Rental -- ask the social worker what 
SIAL ALLOWANCE Total part of your cheque is for rent, If your ac- 
3 ie Extra aa tual rent is higher, you can apply for a spe- 
Shelter atest Rent 142+3+4 cial allowance. 
$30.00 $ 80.00 $15.00 $ 95.00 3) Education and training -- minimum 
2. . 
ayn an Bay ee costs of fees, transportation and books. 
50.00 ere 25.00 198.00 4) Emergency health aid -- minimum costs 
50,00 181.00 25.00 206.00 of house furnishings, repairs, etc. 
od ay 5 246.80 5) Kindergarten, Day Care, and Play 
60.00 249.00 30.007 279,00 School -- amount of fees. 
60.00 257.00 30.00 eee 00 6) Moving espenses -- lowest of two mov- 
65.00 287,00 32.50 819.50 ing bid: 
65.00 295.00 32.50 327.50 ing bids. 3 
70.00 325.00 35,00 ond 7) Social transportation -- to return home 
bees pecs ares AES or go to employment; cost of taxi, ambu- 
75.00 371.00 37.50 408.50 lance and busfare in certain circumstances 
80.00 401.00 -40.00 ALO h edical. 
80.00 409.00 40.00 449.00 suca ore 


on $15 per year per 
supplies $15 per year 


se to $16 per month 
jing or nursing home. 
> $10 per month for 
g TB, diabetes, etc. 
ensive than ordinary 
necessary by the lo- 
llowance applies also 








8) Housekeeper and Day Care Services -- 
may be provided where the illness of or tem- 
porary absence of a wife or mother prevents 
her from looking after the home. A part- 
time housekeeper may also be provided to 
enable elderly or disabled persons to remain 
in their own home. 

9) General overage -- if an emergency 
arises and there is no other way of meeting 
it. a temporary increase in the rate of as- 
sistance may be granted. 

10) Funeral costs -- where relatives are 
unable to afford such services. 
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with contempt at and turn on one another 
and even begin to hate ourselves because 
of the non-human existence we are forced 
to live in. It is little wonder that our situ- 
ation -is characterized with feelings of 
hopelessness and defeatism. To deny us our 
survival needs and try to degrade us in ihe 
Process is nothing less than a cold blooded 
violent »,attack on the dignity and self- 
respect of all the people. 

To fight back effectively we must survive. 
We can and must demand from social assis- 
tance our welfare rights. It is not unusual 
for social workers to overstep their authori- 
ty and deny us benefits that are legally ours 
and it becomes easier to do this when we 
don't know our rights. We should not be 
under the illusion that social assistance can 
fully meet our needs == it can't. -But we 
can use what they hand out and begin” to 
prepare for a higher level of struggle. 
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PICK 


Community control means that the people 
making up a community have the right tox 
control any forces relating to their physical 
or mental needs. People must have the 
tight to control those forces which provide 
and describe the material conditions of the 
community , 

People, then, must have the right to police 
their own community and deal with the 
forces which they define as destructive to 
thé community or its members. It has clear- 
ly been shown that the police are not acting 
in the interest of the community but are 
serving as watchdogs for those who econom- 
ically control us;having profit, rather than 
the welfare of the community, at heart. 
The owners of our communities live outside 
the industrial complexes we live in which 
destroy our health and create safety hazards 
for the people. The owners of big business, 
for example, don't have to worry about 
their children crossing railroad tracks as do 
the parents in Raymur Housing Project. 

In order to survive and control our destiny 
in any way, political, economic or social, 
we must pick up the gun. The concept of 
picking up the gun means using the highest 
ossible tactic that can be employed to 
effectively defend ourselves and the com- 
munity in which we live. To make this 
clear, we must clearly define the types of 
oppression and the various tactics we face. 

In this capitalistic state we are defined 












by our economic (material) situation over 
which we have no control and we are con- 
trolled by pencil servants and armed servants 
of the state. These two types of servants 
have united in*a powerful force which has 





slowly put us into a position of accepting 
complete domination over our lives. 

What are pencil servants? Pencil servants 
are people in that vicious circle of institu- 
tions, backed up by law, which in reality 
serve as means of social control. Agents of 
Children's Aid, Welfare, etc., are just a 
few examples of pencil servants. Through 
intimidation and harassment, CAS has been 
constantly attacking welfare mothers, poor 
income groupings and children from so- 
called broken homes, as well as youth who 
"cause trouble" in the community. This 
harassment has put fear into many people, 
and their ability to resist has been con- 
tained. Most have given up trying. 

Another tyrant of the pencil is Welfare. 
Welfare is another form of social control. 
Its liberal form of social assistance gives 
the people just enough money to exist, but 
has such constricting rules that people are 
denied even the little bits of freedom 
working people have, 

What is an armed 


servant? An armed 


servant is the last measure o! 


When, as happens from time to time, the 
pencil servants can no longer contain our 
anger and stop our resistance, the owners 
of the community (capitalists) tum loose 
their armed watchdogs to take control. 
These armed servants are the police, RCMP, 
CID, and the military forces. 

It must be clearly understood that both 
pencil and armed servants are symbols of 
fascism and are there to protect the interests 
of the fascist at all costs. We must also 
understand that the fascists remain within 
the law whenever it is convenient but do 
not hesitate to use arms against the people 
when they think if necessary. We must, 
therefore, clearly define our situation in 
order to effectively deal with it on all 
levels. 

When the people begin to define their 
own situation, we found that the oppression 
of both the armed and pencil servanis be- 
came directed towards people outside or on 
the periphery of the system. This means 
especially, women, youth, unemployed, 
transients, and people of color. 

In our communities great numbers of police 
are patrolling our areas. Youth are being 
harassed every day by police, Welfare of- 
fenses are directed toward women and trans- 
ients. And with the rising tide of unemploy- 
ment and the unrest that comes with it, the 
fascists have moved to bring troops into our 
communities. This is an indication that the 
fascists are preparing for war against the 
people. We must also be prepared. 

We must seek community control and take 
control over our own lives. Unlike the 
black colonies in North America or the 





French colony in Quebec, our communities 
are not geographically defined. Therefore, 
we must define our communities by stopping 
fascism through strategic resistance. Stra 
tegic resistance defines the level of com- 
munity control, While we will work and 
struggle in geographical communities, what 
we are really building are communities of 
resistance, defined not by physical bound- 
aries, but by the politics of the members. 

Community control is that collective pro- 
cess wherein the people in those communi- 
ties begin to collectively understand the 
experiences of that community and deal with 
the forces of oppression in that community 
as a collective body instead of individuals. 
When people begin to exercise this type of 
collectivity and control we will have begun 
the process of picking up the gun. 

The Partisan Party has begun that process 
leading to picking up the gun. Concretely, 
that has meant that as individuals tit 
being oppressed and truly wanting to do 
something about our oppression and unde: 








between people, we have begun to resist 
by organizing collective resistance within 
the community (Partisan Party Platform and 
Program) and using tactical resistance such 
as legal first aid. This brings with it the 
understanding that at this particular time 
oppression is through insane laws and law 
officials acting out the bounds of legality. 
When officials continue to act outside the 
law and constantly have their actions con= 
doned by armed forces then it becomes quite 
clear that the only alternative for the peo- 
ple will ‘be to protect themselves through 
armed struggle. 

Legal first aid will win small victories for 
a while, So will court battles, and so on 
through all the channels of the system. But 
none of those channels provide a method for 
destroying the entire system. The channels, 
after a while, run out and the system will 
fight to the end to maintain itself. We must 
prepare now, for tomorrow when we will 
have to pick up the gun to survive, our 
struggle will be long and hard and let's not 
pretend, even now, that it will be other- 
wise. To do so would be to paralyze our- 
selves into inaction and smash us when the 
enemy chooses to escalate. The legal first 
aid of today will most certainly lead to 
armed struggle tomorrow. 


Eo Se 
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On May 22nd, Vancouver native people 
marched, determined and united, outside 
the Nelson Place Hotel. The message of 
their picket was a demand to bartenders and 
beer parlor management to end the harass- 
ment and subhuman treatment of native peo- 
ple and a demand to the police that the law 
be used for native people instead of against 
them. 

A couple of weeks ago, a young native 
man was thrown out of the Nelson for arguing 
with a waiter who insisted he drink a glass 
of stale beer or get out. The man retumed ` 
to apologize to the waiter and was invited 
into the back room. The "bouncer" and 
another Nelson flunkey beat him so badly 
that his entire face was lacerated and his 
teeth shaken loose. A native woman tried 
to intervene and was beaten and bruised so 
she could barely sit down, Quite predic- 
tably there has been no police investigation 
of these incidents. 

This particular incident is no different 
from what happens every night to native 
people in beer parlors across Vancouver and 
native people have decided to draw the line 
against this racist degradation. The plan of 
the boycott is to hit these racists where it 
will hurt them most and in the language 
they understand best -- the dollar. 

It is blatant hypocrisy that waiters and 
managers can assault patrons with the pro- 
tection of the law under the pretext of de- 

i rty while ordinary 





be jailed for assault for merely protecting 


“themselves from attack, 


The property of native people was ripped 
off hundreds of years ago by the white im- 
perialists who "discovered" a land rich in 
natural resources that would fatten their 
purses. Native people were cheated, lied 
to and murdered if they refused to comply 
with the demands of the invaders and accept 
this decadent system. This war of genocide 
has lasted for hundreds of years and count- 
less numbers of native people in North A- 


APOLITICAL INTELLECTUALS 
Otto Rene Castillo 


One day 

the apolitical 
intellectuals 

of my country 

will be interrogated 
by the simplest 

of our people. 


They will be asked 

what they did 

when their nation died out 
slowly, 

like a sweet fire, 

small and alone. 


No one will ask them 
about their dress, 

their long siestas 

after lunch, 

no one will want to know 
about their sterile combats 
with "the idea 
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Nelson Manager Instructs Employees X 








merica have been annihilated for defending 
their land and culture. This genocide con- 
tinues; forced birth control, malnutrition, 
the slow death of prison and straight brutal- 
ity is the strategy of the "Just Society." 
Native people alone will not be able to 
win their war of survival against this system. 
Neither will we. It is our own racism that 
holds us back from moving ahead and fight- 
ing with our native brothers and. sisters 
against "the man." We have to understand 
that-racism is a tool, a devise of the pig, to 
keep oppressed people divided and thus im- 
potent to challenge the present balance of 
power, weighted in the hands of the rich. 
As long as-we thinkwe are better than some- 
body else, we are playing the game and re- 
leasing our frustrations on other people in- 
stead of against the system that oppresses us 
all. This is the real danger of racism -- 
the perpetuation of the separation of op- 


of the nothing." 

No one will care about 

their higher financial learning 
They won't be questioned 

on Greek mythology 

or regarding their self-disgust 
when someone within them 
begins to die 

the coward's death. 


They'll be asked nothing 
about their absurd 
justifications 

bom in the shadow 

of the total lie. 


On that day 

the simple men will come, 
those who had no place 

in the books and poems 

of the apolitical intellectuals, 


pressed peoples. The capitalist system re- 
mains intact and we are picked off, and 
exploited to fill the pockets of our oppres~ 
sors. 

If the demands of the native people for 
simple human dignity and respect are not 
met, and they have not been met, then it is 
their right to take whatever measures neces- 


sate. ain thess righ isaurene aanas 
We will not sit back and listen to Mr. 


Poll, owner of the Nelson, call native peo- 
ple "stinking Indians and whores" and not 
regard that as an attack upon ourselves. 
We will, therefore, refuse to patronize the 
Nelson and other institutions and businesses 
which blatantly discriminate against native, 
or any other people. We urge all other 
people, white and non-white, to respect 
this boycott. 





but daily delivered 
their bread and milk, 
their tortillas and eggs, 
those who mended their clothes, 
those who drove their cars, 
who cared for their dogs and gardens 
and worked for them, 

and they'll ask: 
"What.did you do when the poor 
suffered, when tendemess 
and life 
bumed out in them?" 


Otto Rene Castillo (Guatemala, 1936 - 
1967) was a political intellectual 
consequence of his organizing acti 
the University of Guatemala he was tor- 
tured, imprisoned, and then exiled. He 
retumed to Guatemala in 1966 and joined 


the FAR (Armed Rebel Forces). In March 
1967, having subsisted on roots for fifteen 
days, his guerrilla group was ambushed 
and captured. After four days of torture 
Castillo was put to death and his body in- 
cinerated. < 
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Welfare 


Protesters 


Jailed 


About 12 welfare and low-income 
groups came together in Montreal to in- 
sist that the Health and Welfare Depart- 
ment deal. with their valid grievances and 
numerous abuses of their human rights. 
The demonstration began peacefully, but 
welfare authorities called in the police 
and 22 people were arrested. Here is an 
account of what happened as reported by 
UP TO THE NECK, a monthly publication 
from Montreal: 

"Over 20 welfare recipients and low 
income citizens from anumber of citi- 
zens! groups from all over English speaking 
Montreal as well as professional social 
workers and students were arrested and 
taken to jail recently. The action at the 
Atwater Welfare Office was undertaken 
only asa very last resort. One mother 
was forced to live without heat this fall 
right aftershe had given birth, because 
she was cut from the welfare rolls. In 
February, a. welfare client's check was 
cut $25.00 without being given the re- 
view form or advised of her right to ap- 
peal this cut-back, which is in direct 
contradiction to Quebec's Social Aid Bill 
(26). And many single unemployed 
people under 30 have been refused finan- 
cial assistance according to need as spec- 





ified in the law, and forced to live in 
total poverty. Because of such conditions 
representatives from different groups, led 
by Welfare Rights and Anti-Poverty 
(WRAP) stayed at\the welfare office until 
their demands were answered. The dem- 
ands included: (l) that welfare laws be 
acted out to the letterby all welfare 
officials, (2) that there be a booth set up 
which gives assistance and welfare rights 
to citizens run by other citizens in the 
welfare waiting room. Welfare officials 
could only pass the buck, saying that 
concrete answers to the demands had to 
come from the head of the City's Social 





Welfare Department. So the poor stayed. 
And while they waited, the welfare autho- 
tities called thè police. And the poor 
were again screwed. Off to jail they we- 
nt. for „demanding, that welfare oi 
respect their very own laws! No ing 
more. Now we have witnessed the ulti- 
mate abuse. The poor andall those who 
dared to support them were carted off to 
jail for demanding that they be treated 
like any other human being in our society 
--with dignity and respect. It seemed 
really’ excessive, however, that each and 
every one of us arrested had to be photo- 
graphed and fingerprinted as well as 
being questioned by the anti-terrorist 
squad. Some were asked if they belonged 
to the FLQ, some were released before 
others. After more than eight hours we 
were out of jail. People arrested now 
recognizing that the act of taking their 
pictures and fingerprints was illegal have 
demanded that they be retumed to them." 








"Participating citizens" groups in- 
cluded Citizens’ Rights Against Bailiff 
Seizures (CRABS), Welfare and Low In- 


come Citizens (WLIC), Verdun Anti-Pov- 
erty (SLAP), all who have representatives 
at the Greater Montreal Anti-Poverty Co- 
ordinating Committee (GMAPCO) which 
meets weekly.” 

As was laid out at the Poor People's 
Conference held in Toronto during the 
first week of this year, everyone who is 
poor must take note of the following 
things: 

l. Poverty isnot the individual's fault: 
That itis the fault of the individual isa 
vicious myth to keep us down and in fear. 

2. As welfare recipients, our natural 
ally is the working poor. Most poor 
people in Canada are not on welfare but 
are working full time at slave wages. 














3. As poor oppressed people in Canada 
we see our plight as inseparable bound 
up with the people in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and Quebec and the poor in the 
U.S.A. Often we tend to be overwhelmed 
by feelings of isolation, of being a min- 
ority, and being powerless. Keep in mind 
we may bea minority here, but in a world 
context we are a huge majority. We 
have more in common witha Vietnamese 
peasant than with the tyrant Trudeau." 


“As low income and welfare people con- 
tinue to organize in Vancouver the ex- 
perience of groups in both Montreal and 
Toronto should be examined. They are 
groups that are changing the existing pow- 
er relationship by organizing ona day to 
day basis in their communities. They come 
together asa strong force around specific 
campaigns such as this one waged against 
welfare. However the question must be 
asked as why they were not more people 


there, especially youth who suffer simil- 


iar class oppression but as yet are notiorg- 
anized in English 
committee should 


Montreal. No “citizens iii 
be G ELST to foto! al- 


Party is going pre 
on, to give all the vrateabal support is cane” 
to actions which concretely forward” the 
struggle of the whole class. 

Remember the Vietnamese took what 
they needed from the U.S. in the begin- 
ning -- food, medical supplies, guns, etc. 
to forward their struggle and consequently 
are presently winning against the most 
powerful nation in the world. We must 
follow their leadership in our communities 
by taking and using whatever we can. 
Those in power don't want us to get toget- 
her and they direct specific programs to 
co-opt and control us. We must take these 
programs such as welfare, or youth oppor- 
tunities and use them to our advantage so 
we can survive inthe system but at the 


same time organize to fight against it. 














THE MIND BENDERS 


» - A woman spent 44 months in Essondale 
and was then released; all without an exam- 
ination to determine her mental state. She 
had been charged with the "illegal abduc- 
tion" of her daughter from her husband's 
custody and was judged “unfit to stand 
trial," She was placed in a locked ward; 
most of the other women in this ward were 
also in under Orders in Council. For the 
six months she was in that ward she never 
saw a doctor. Then she was placed in an 
"open ward" and given "ground privileges." 
While in there, she wrote and smuggled out 
letters of protest to various people. The 
MLA for Richmond took an interest in her 
case and phoned her, The doctors were 
very disturbed by this outside interest in 
one of their patients and using the excuse 
that she had received the call without 
supervision, they transferred her fo another 


locked ward, After 17 months there she 
managed to smugyle word out to a lawyer 


and was released. . . 

. » . Abe Reimer's sister got a letter from a 
doctor saying that Abe had gone insane and 
asking her to sign commitment papers for 
him. She refused. Apparently, Abe's 
standing up to the social worker, Peters, 
and the psychiatrist were sufficient to indi- 
cate that Abe was insane. . . 


. . « A youth stoned on LSD was trying on 
a shirt in Woodwards. Suspected of shop- 
lifting, he was taken into custody and out 
to Essondale se sot nf. seven months i 
7 the maximum security ward; arge 
were laid... j 





l a pg cases occur is no surprise when 
we look at the Mental Health Act, passed ' 


in. 1964 and revised in 1968. 

A person may be committed to Essondale 
on the word of two doctors, if the applica- 
tion is made by: "(a) a near relative of the 
patient; or (b) if there is no near relative 
capable of acting and willing to act, any- 
one whohas knowledge of the circumstances 
and the antecedents of the person or who 
has charge of the person at the time; or (c) 
any peace officer; or (d) anyone who has 
reason to believe that the person is mentally 
disordered," - 5 

An even more grossly fascist clause in this 
act states that: "(1) where a police officer 
is satisfied from his own observations that a 
person in a public place (a) is acting in a 
manner likely to endanger his own safety or 
that of others; and (b) is apparently suffer- 
ing from mental disorder, he may take such 
a person into custodyand take him forthwith 
to a physician; and if the physician is satis- 
fied that the person is mentally disordered 
and in need of care, supervision, or control 
for his own protection or welfare, or for the 
protection and welfare of others. . ." he 
may be committed fo Essondale. 

This legislation assumes that someone who 
acts unusually is mentally ill and is devoid 
of reason. The state, then, must act asa 
"big brother." No rights are respected, 
though certain few privileges are given, in 
exchange for passivity. One of the few 
recourses the patient has is that after a year 
he may request that his case be reviewed. 
However, unless the patient can write to an 
outside doctor without having his letter 


stopped, the review of his case will be car- 
tied out by psychiatrists chosen by the insti- 
tution; to judge him on the basis of the 


institution's standards. 
Most of the people in Essondale are from 


poor communities. When "authorities" want 
to remove a person from the community but 
have no charges that would stand up in 
court, they often fall back on such concepts 
as "mental disorder." This is what CAS at- 
tempted in the case of Abe Reimer. 
Essondale, like any prison, is a punishment 
for breaking social norms of the middle 
class. It has advantages over most prisons 
in its ability to control people. The author- 
ities don't have to worry about legality; 





their actions are protected by law. They 
have a greater variety of tools to use for 
control including drugs and shock treatment. 
“Patients can be threatened with taking 
longer to “get well," if they don't comply. 

Conditions in the wards for the "criminally 
insane" are very similar to prison conditions. 
The doors have double locks and barred 
windows. The only time the patients are 
allowed off the ward is on supervised walks. 
Their only hope for improvement in this 
situation is to follow strictly the ridiculous 
petty rules, maintain their beds neatly, and 
hope to be moved to R2 or H3 where condi- 
tions are slightly better. In these wards 
patients are expected to work during the 
day. 

Work in the laundry, cannery, farm, in 
the kitchens, or in the wards is considered 
an important part of therapy. It is suppos- 
edly to allow the staff to judge "job toler- 
ance" ond "patient initiative." In reality 
the patients provide slave labor at 10¢ a 
day. Refusal to work means the denial of 
some privileges. 

Outside of work, therapy consists of 
"chemotherapy" and "electro shock ther- 
apy." Chemotherapy is simply pumping 
people full of tranquilizers; quiet patients 
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are less trouble to staff. Ninety per cent 
of patients at Essondale are continually 
drugged, Shock treatment is little more 
than a punishment for people who do not 
fall in line with the use of drugs alone. The 
fear of shock therapy is in itself a great 
deterrent. Shock treatment may cause a 
Person to forget things that happened in the 
recent past. It is easy to see how destruc- 
tive and disorienting a series of such treat- 
ments could be. One woman says that she 
received 114 shock treatments when she was 
in Essondale and that because of them she 
forgot even how to add or count. 

The greatest tactic of mental institutions is 
essentially psychological warfare. They 





regulate and control every aspect of your 
life. Social relations, particularly between 
men and women, are strictly regulated; 
contact with the outside is controlled; peo- 
ple are denied privacy even when they are 
sleeping. The model product of these places 
is not the "well adjusted" member of society 
but the broken individual sent down to the 
chronic wards of East and West Lawn, and 
possibly to Valleyview if they live to be 
over 65. People who cannot cope with 
their environment because of material op- 
pression based on class are systematically 
taught that they are "insane";that they can 
only recover by conforming toa sick society. 
In such an environment it is easy to intern- 
alize the feeling that one is irresponsible 
and not capable of knowing one's own self- 
interest or helping oneself. In reality men - 
tal illness, to the extent that it is more than 
an abstract concept, comes out of trying to 
meet emotional needs that can only finally 
be reached by destroying such fascist insti- 
tutions as Essondale and the power structure 
in whose interests they are shaped. 

More and more we can expect institutions 
like this to be used to control people in our 
communities and to stop us from getting 
together. 
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WORLD REVOLUTION 


We are not alone. This is something that 
a lot of people in Vancouver are just begin- 
ning to realize, as their class position be- 
comes more obvious. We are not d few 
crazy individuals that the authorities pick 
out to push around, We are members of a 
class that is at the bottom of the economic 
We go on bearing the burden of 
that entire mountain while a few people at 
the top live a burdenless life in the sun, 
Those at the top have to make sure that the 


mountain. 


base of that mountain stays where it is so 
that the whole thing doesn’t come tumbling 
down around their tanned, well-oiled heads, 
and the way that they do that is through 
class oppression, through denying a whole 
class of people, the proletariat, control 
over their own lives. They do this through 
the police, through schools, through wel- 
fare and housing projects, through wage 
slavery, and a million other small ways. 
The thing is, that try as they have, class 
oppression has never worked for more than 
a while. Historically people have gone on 
for periods of time believing that they were 
crazy and alone, that it was their fault 
they lived in misery, or even thinking that 
they enjoyed living that way. But sooner 
or later the load gets heavier and heavier 
and they finally tum to the person next to 
them and find out that they've got the same 
load, in fact that everybody around them, 
everybody at the base of the mountain has 
got it. That's the point they start to organ- 
ize and unite so that as one people they can 
bring the motherfucker down. And only as 
one organized, united people can they do 
that. 

Right now there's a world revolution going 
on, because all over the world the proletar- 
iat and other classes that are friendly with 
it, are uniting, organizing, picking up the 
gun and struggling with the class, the 
bourgeoisie, that has built that mountain 
on their backs. Imperialism is their enemy: 
an economic system that exploits the maj- 
ority of nations and peoples in the world 
for the benefit of a few people in a few 
nations. Some of those struggles seem so 
far away that there's no reason we should 
care. The struggles in Indochina, in Africa 
and in Latin America for instance. Some 
struggles are so close to home that it scares 
us and we tum against our oWh class allies. 
The struggles of the North American Blacks 
and Native people, the struggle in Quebec, 
for instance. In all these cases, it is racism 
that separates us, that keeps us from sup- 
porting and following the leadership of those 
struggles. 

The thing that we have to realize about 
that mountain™is*that it doesn't just exist 








F here in Canada or North America, that it 


covers the entire world, excépt for a few 


places where the people have already tossed 
it off, like China and Cuba. And although 
here in Vancouver we seem to be at the 
bottom of it, if you lookat thewhole world, 
we're not at the bottom at all; there are 
millions of people that bear even more of a 
burden than we do, As a result, they've 
felt the weight first and they've begun to 
struggle against it first. The reason that 
unemployment is so high in Quebec is be- 
cause it's not quite so high here. The rea- 
son that we have welfare, inadequate and 
degrading as it is, is because the proletariat 
in Latin America is starving to death. So 
they have been fighting a lot longer than 
we have, they understood exactly how things 
stood and what had to be done long before 


we did. And there has been a lot of hostil-- 


ity about the indifference we've shown and 
the privilege we've accepted. 

But there will be no more days like that, 
for people here are beginning to support and 
follow the leadership of those struggles. 
The ruling class is beginning to get it not 
only from the front, but from behind too. 
Every shot that the Vietnamese fire, every 
bomb the FLQ sets off, weakens our enemy. 
And every demonstration we have, every 
pefson we organize to eventually pick up 
the gun, weakens the enemy of the Vietna- 
mese, the Quebecois, the Blacks. Because 
there's only one enemy, and their sun 
drenched days at the top of the mountain 
are numbered, brothers and sisters. They 
are numbered. 


Ericka and Bobby are Free 


Last Tuesday (May 24) a Superior Court 
judge in New Haven, Connecticut dismissed 


murder-kidnap charge’ against Bobby Seale, 
national chairman. of the Black P - 


ty, and Ericka Huggins, a Connecti ut par- 
ty leader. The charges were dismissed on 
the grounds that an unbiased jury would be 
impossible to select. 

On Monday, the twelve jurors had been 
unable to reach a verdict in the case and 
the judge had declared a mistrial. Seale's 
lawyer trgued that: "A retrial in this case 
would not be a trial at-all in the sense the 





Constitution requires it." The judge denied 
a prosecution motion for a change of venue 
and delay in the proceedings until the pub- 
licity around the case died down. 

Bobby and Ericka were victims of a vicious 
frame-up more than two years ago around 
the slaying of an alleged police informer in 
the ranks of the Party. Since that time, 
the Black Panther Party has led the people 
in a massive drive to free Bobby Seale, 
Ericka Huggins, and all political prisoners. 
Rallies, marches, demonstrations -- for 
months mobilizing people around the freeing 
of these two, and other, victims of the 
system. 

It has been clear for some time that the 
tulers of the U.S. desparately want to de- 


stroy the Black Panther Party. Most of their 
leaders have spent the last few years either 
in jail or on trial on some frame-up. 

But the courtroom strategy of the state 


isn't working any more. What is happening 
is that, using the courts as a forum, the 
political prisoners are putting the system on 
trial, showing to more and more people that 
the courts do not protect the rights of the 
great majority, but instead form the first 
line of defense for the rich capitalists 
against the just demands of the poor. 


Each time the state has launched a “poli- 
tical trial" it has exposed the courts further 


cont'd on pg. 20 
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QUEBEC: 


Pierre Vallieres is one of the leaders of 
the , revolutionary movement in Quebec. 
He has been arrested many times for his 
efforts to free Quebec from its status as a 
colony of the United States and Canadian 
capital. During one of his stays in prison 
he wrote WHITE NIGGERS OF AMERICA, 
in which he talks about his life in the 
degredation of Montreal's working class 
areas and suburbs. 





the real cause for the growing revolution 
in Quebec and throughout the world. 


“When | was bom, a year and a half 
before the Second World War, there was 
growing unrest among the working class of 
Quebec. The year before there had been 
bloody riots in Sorel, and a number of strikes 
were turning to violence in Montreal and 
the other cities of Quebec. After the years 
of "social peace" which had followed the 
great conscription crisis of 1917, a degree 
of hope was appearing for the first time. 

A small group of idealists, of "Commu- 
nists," were trying as best they could to 
exorcise the people's obscurantism and fear 
of living, to change their traditional frust- 
ration and despair into passion and class 
struggle. It was not easy. But there was a 
steadily growing number of people who, 
my father, believed that these men, denou- 
nced by the financiers and the politicians 
in power, were tight. Yes, it was.neces- 
sary to change everything, tear everything 
down and start afresh, get rid of the exp- 
loiters. 

The English and American financiers, the 
French-Canadian petty bourgeoisie and the 
clergy - united by common interests despite 
their continual wrangling - were asking: 
"What is happening to our people who 
have always been so peaceful, so indust- 
tious, so profoundly religious ( read: resig- 
ned ), so submissive ?" The Catholic Middle 
Ages and capitalist oppression did not want 
to die. 


The Life of 


a White Nigger” 


There was more and more talk of the ap- 
proaching war. For some, it was an oppor- 
tunity for awakening and revolt. For others, 
the material justification of despair. Most 
people were disoriented, tom by contradic- 
tory feelings and unable to take a position. 

It is hard for a people to learn to shake off 
a long period of disenchantment. 

"It's all very well to revolt, but what good 
does it do?" 

The Husband, coming home from the fac- 
tory where the whole day had been filled 
with the worker's anger against the system, 
would try to convince his wife. But she, 
who had spent the whole day alone contem- 
plating the grayness that covered the city - 
and her life - could notbelieve in miracles. 

It was a strange marriage, the one between 
my mother's disenchantment and my father's 
timid byt tenacious hope. | do not know if 
it was a happy one. But | do not remember 
having observed in my parents the joie de 
vivre that one sees in peoplewho are secure 
and self-confident and have no trouble be- 
lieving in life. 

| always saw my parents worried, doubtful, 
anxious . . . even when they happened to 
laugh. Men who are condemned to death 
are sometimes overcome with fits of laugh- 
ter, too, That does not mean anything. 


And above alll; that does not change any- 


These excerpts from book show the 
SSSFeEtTy-arepterrort ond misery that is 


thing. 

What their daily problems were | know, 
for | lived through all their anxieties.’ But 
what was their love life like? That is some- 
thing | can only surmise, only deduce from 
what | came to know after many years of 
painful conflict. 

The first years of their marriage were 
doubtless different from those which fol- 
lowed, those which | knew, when with 
"three boys of their hands" my parents 


_ lived in continual fear of tomorrow -- that 


is, of possible unemployment, possible ill- 
ness, possible hunger and want. They 
could never escape from that fear by allow- 
ing themselves to forget their cares once in 
awhile, to let goa little, to have a bit of 
diversion. No. They had to economize. 
Economize on everything, even affection. 
They had to make ends meet before they 
could think of living. 

Security took precedence over freedom, 
economy over love, resignation over hope. 

They had married at a time when it was 
almost impossible for working-class families 
to provide for their basic needs. Hunger 
left no time for love and pleasure. Eaming 
money, as much money as possible (because 
there was so little), took all the man's time. 
While the women, busy counting pennies , 
seeing to the meals, cleaning up the kids, 
scrubbing the floors, always alone (even 
when her husband, stiff with fatigue, was 
lying by her side), could hardly imagine 
any way out of her misery other than a long 
hard road of relentless, individual labor, 


beset with uncertainties and threatened 
time after time by illness or unemployment. 
A tenacious labor which all the same repre- 
sented a will to live and prosper, but which 
did not count on any help from others. A 
solitary labor which often consisted of going 
around in circles through the daily chores: 
washing, cooking, cleaning . . . . Which 
also often became perverted, and degener- 
ated into avarice, selfishness, narrow-mind- 
edness, and a hardening of the heart. 


The author of this book js an idealist who, 
from childhood on, learned from his father 
to long for a better world in which the men 
who work anonymously from day to day -- 
the farmers, workers, day laborers like my 
father -- could enjoy life after having toil- 
ed so hard to subsist, to endure . . . and 
to perpetuate the species. Enjoy life not 
by getting drunk on the weekend, by "drink- 
ing up their pay," beating their wives and 
children and destroying themselves in use- 
less fits of anger, but by possessing the ma- 
terial and intellectual means of creating 
something in this world, of giving of them- 
selves to others and of exchanging with 
them something other than curses, sarcasms, 
and humiliations. 

"I wonder when we'll be able to take it 
easy for a bit and enjoy life without worry- 
ing about tomorrow," my father often said. 
And with a bittemess mingled with resigna- 
tion, my mother would answer: When you're 

io cont'd on next page 
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Vallières cont'd 


born for half a loaf, you can't expect . . ." 
My mother was learning to forget all the 
dreams of happiness that, like all women, 
she had had in her oik. And she did not 
want to discuss fantasies with my father. 
What was the use? You hurt yourself by 
hoping. You increase your disappointments 
and life becomes unbearable, Better to ex- 
pect nothing and take what comes, as it 
comes, 

My father would say nothing, suppressing 
his hopes the way one holds back sobs. | 
would look into his deep, gentle eyes and 
read a mixture of immense kindness, silent 
suffering, and perhaps also grief. Some- 
times he would smile, just long enough to 
tell me, without opening his lips, that his 
dreams saul be ‘realized, that one had to 
believe that. 

My mother would complain about her 
headaches, the dullness of the radio broad- 
casts, the slovenliness of such and such a 
neighbor . . . while J, trying not to hear 
anything that was going on around me, 
would listen to the revolt that mounted in- 
side me and heated my blood. 

They say that silent suffering is the most 





Ericka and Bobby cont’d 


to the people as a racist tool in the hands 
of the exploiters, andallowed the Panthers 
andother revolutionaries to mobilize thou- 


sands demanding justice for Huey, Ericka, * 


Bobby and all the other political prisoners. 
In fact, when Bobby was released on the 
28th, the crowd of several hundred cheering 
his appearance included two members of his 
jury. The people forced the courts of the 
United States to obey their’ own laws -- 
forced them to free two political prisoners 
that they had held captive for over two 
years and whom they wanted to send to the 
electric chair, 

Huey P. Newton, Minister of Defense and 
leader of the Black Panther Party, hailed 
their release by saying that the power of the 
people is winning and that this was the be- 
ginning of the rebuilding of the party which 
has been hammered repeatedly during the 
past few years by increasingly brutal attacks 
from the various "law enforcement" agencies 
around the States..More than thirty Panthers 
have been killed during this period and over 
300 members of the Party are in jails. The 
release of Bobby Seale and Ericka Huggins 
is a great victory for oppressed people 
everywhere. 

The power of the people is growing -- and 
winning. Each victory moves the people 
of this continent -- and the world -- closer 
to revolution, which is the acquittal that 

; will free all people from the power of the 
system. 


FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS 





terrible. (I read that in a prose poem of 
Baudelaire's, | think.) | leamed very early 
to question fate in silence. Especially on 


„those long rainy days when it seemed to me 


that the whole universe had withdrawn into 
the depths of a swamp of misery. There, 
men seemed to have given up, abdicated, 
as if it was their destiny to go around in 
circles in the slimy mud of their impotence. 
Rainy days soon became unbearable for me. 
With eyes darkened by loneliness and hunger, 
| would appeal to the’sun. For the sun gave 
me back playmates and made me forget my 
hunger. 

Life very early posed for me the questions 
that are hard for men to answer. It took me 
many years to begin to find the elements of 
an answer, and even more time to discover 
what had to be done to provide a concrete 
solution, a real solution, to servitude, pass- 
ivity, alienation, and poverty. 

My itinerary from working-class slums to 
the FLQ was long and tortuous. For a work- 
ingman's son, nothing in life is laid out in 
advance. He has to forge ahead, to fight 
against others and against himself, against 
his own ignorance and all the frustrations 





accumulated from father to son, he has to 
surmount both the oppression laid upon his 
class by others and his own congenital pes- 
simism, to give his spontaneous revolt a 
consciousness, a reason and precise objec- 
tives. 

Otherwise, he remains a nigger, he turns 
into a delinquent or a criminal, he consents 
to becoming at the age of thirty the ruin of 
a mon . . .a bitterand disenchanted slave. 

The entire experience of workers shows 
them that the explanation for their poverty 
and impotence lies in the brutal fact that 
there are, on the one hand, those who pos- 
sess everything and, on the other, those 
who possess nothing. That is something they 
all know, they live it every day, But, they 
say to themselves, what can you do when 
you are one of those who possess nothing ? 

If revolt is natural to workers, hope is 
not. Except in times of crisis and revolu- 
tion, when workers can take advantage of 
the weakness of the system to deal it a mor- 
tal blow, their long-enforced. degradation 
often engenders fatalism, resignation, and 
even indifference to everything, including 
themselves. 





CHINA: 


The words HUNGER, UNEMPLOYMENT, 
INFLATION, and OPPRESSION are words 
that are losing their meaning to the Chinese 
people. When they think of these things 
they think of the conditions in other coun- 
tries, including the so called "civilized 
free world." They don't think of their own 
country. 

But this wasn't always the case in China + 
Before the 1949 revolution the life of the 
people was miserable. The majority of the 
people were peasants and under the feudal 
system a small handful of landowners ran 
the whole country. The people would slave 
in the fields and, if they were fortunate, 
they would have enough to live on. But, 
often the rulers would heap tax upon tax 
and the people wouldn't have enough to 
eat. Many people would actually have to 
sell themselves or their children to the ru- 
lers in order to live. When this wasn't pos- 
sible whole families would starve to death. 














Grandmother educates the famity with stories 


from her bitter life in the old society. 
2 a ee 


While the rulers lived in fancy houses the 
common folks had to live in houses made of 
mud and straw, The wind would howl 


through and if you were poor you couldn't 


afford firewood. If you got sick you could 
forget getting medical help. The doctors 
were for the rich. 

Naturally, people don't accept this type 
of situation if they know how things are and 
how they could be, But for thousands of 
years they didn't understand. They were 
denied education that explained their situ- 
ation, Instead, they were taught that their 
lotin lifewas to be subservient to the rulers. 

There were very few people in jails be- 
cause most of the people who crossed up the 
rulers or their police were either starved to 
death or had their heads lopped off. 

As if the people didn't have enough trou- 
ble, things got worse when the imperialists 
showed up. French, German, British, Jap- 
anese and American imperialists at different 
times pillaged the country. The taxes, the 
rents, and the oppression got worse because 
both the feudal lords and the imperialists 
wanted a piece of the pie. 





THE 
COMMUNIST 
ROAD 


It was at this time that the Chinese people 
started resisting. At first they weren't very 
strategic. Often individual people would 
lash out by themselves when they could no 
longer control their righteous anger, Nat- 
urally by themselves they were powerless 
and they got crushed. At other times there 
were massive street demonstrations. But 
they accomplished nothing. Sticks and 
clubs were no match for the weapons and 
organization of the army. Countless people 
died. 

Finally, in 1921, the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) was formed. They decided that 
some basic things had to change if the peo- 
ple were going to win their freedom. First, 
they realized that words and demonstrations 
don't bring the enemy down. The only thing 
that would defeat the armed might of the 
rulers was the armed might of the people. 
Second, they realized that the revolution 
had to do more than talk about communism: 
they had to start building it. 

So, the Chinese Communist Party went to 
the people and taught them how to fight . 
They used crude weapons (bows and arrows) 
to liberate modem weapons from the enemy. 
Above all they realized that the revolution 
wasn't an overnight thing, and that success 
would only come by being patient and a- 
voiding suicidal actions. When the enemy 
was strong tl yed away; when’ the ene- 
my was weak they struck. 

In this way the Red Army grew stronger 
and the victories got larger until the people 
were able fo claimwhole areas as their own, 
These areas laid the basis for how the future 
of China would look. The land was taken 
over by the people and the power of the 
feudal landlords was smashed. 

The people regained their dignity. Those 
who had been bought and sold as slaveswere 
freed. Women, who had been the most op- 
pressed, began to demand their dignity -- 
not only from the landlords, but from their 
own husbands and brothers. 

Every village and workshop would meet 
together and decide how they wanted their 
own lives to be run. Leaders were directly 
chosen by the people to coordinate their 
economic, military, and political affairs. 
If these leaders couldn't handle things, or 
they used their positions for personal bene- 
fit, they were criticized in large meetings. 
If the leaders didn't self~criticize and mend 
their ways, they were no longer leaders. 

With the people actually in control, the 
quality of life changed. People with poor 














housing or none at all either moved into the 
mansions of the rich, or were given mater- 
ials to build proper houses. It was demand- 
ed that doctors start serving the poor and 
many new doctors were trained. Education 
was started foryoungand old. An education 
that explained the people's situation and 
started teaching all those skills that are 
necessary to create an industrial society . 

There was very little need for a court or 
jail system, because people were working 
together, not against each other. When a 
brother or sister acted in a way to hurt the 
people it could usually be straightened out 
right in the community. People from all 
parts of China looked to the liberated areas 
and they could see that the revolution was 
in their interest. The enemy army had 
modern weapons and the backing of the im- 
perialists, but the CCP had the power of the 
people. The power of the people truly was 
greater than the man's technol 
whole country was liberated in 1949, 

As the revolution aged things started to go 
sour. Bureaucracy started setting in and 
some leaders were using their positions for 
their own benefit, Finally in 1966 the 
Great Cultural Revolution swept across the 
land sending the whole country into the 
streets to deal with the backsliding situa~ 
tion. The cultural revolution was a struggle 
against those whowould sell out the people, 
sell out the revolution and take the capita- 
list path as did Russia which is communist in 
name only, not in reality. The Cultural 
Revolution placed utmost importance in the 
people, for it is the people who make his- 
tory. And history has to be an ongoing re- 
volution. As Mao Tse-tung says, "Let there 
be a Cultural Revolution every generation ," 

Today China is one of the most rapidly 
developing countries in the world. There is 
no hunger, unemployment, inflation or 
police harassment. What there is, is a 
tremendous spirit of revolution. A spirit 
that isn't confined to the Chinese borders’. 
A spirit that merges with the wave of revo- 
lution sweeping the earth. 
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PARTISAN APPLICATION 
NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 





CITY: STATE or PROV.: 





| want to: (Check) 
Become a party MEMBER 
Sell the paper 
Write or collect stories for the paper 

Make space available (films, etc.) 
Donate equipment, money, etc. 

Other 











WITHOUT A PEOPLE'S LIBERATION 
ARMY, THE PEOPLE HAVE NOTHING! 
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PROVINCE 


You North Americans 
are very lucky. 
You are fighting the most 


important fight of all - 


‘Cee sagt reaming 


“l envy you. 


Rules of Discipline 


(I) All Partisans must adhere to the policy and ideology of the 
party as laid out by regular membership meetings and day to day 
by the Central Committee. 


(2) No Partisan shall abuse the basic human rights or steal any- 
thing from the people, not even a needle or a piece of thread. 


(3) No Partisan shall be stoned on anything (drugs or liquor) 
when doing political work in the community. 


(4) No Partisan shall use death drugs designed to destroy and 
weaken the people like heroin, speed and glue. 


(5) All Partisans must thoroughly understand and be able to ex- 
plain to others the program of the party. This will require regular 
political education through study, observation and participation. 


(6) All Partisans must know: legal first-aid and be able to apply 
it in practice. 


(7) All Partisans must know medical first-aid and be able to 
apply it in practice. 


(8) All Partisans must be able to defend themselves and the 
politics of the party against attacks on all levels: fists, clubs, 
knives and guns. 


(9) No Partisan will use, point, or fire a weapon carelessly or 
unnecessarily at anyone. 


(10) All Partisans must work for the newspaper; reporting, pro- 
ducing and distributing it. 


(11) All Partisans must adhere strictly to the security regulations 
of the party. NADED 


Minor violations of the party rules may result in partial suspen- 











you live in the heart of the beast.” a.n 





WHAT WE WANT.... 
WHAT WE BELIEVE.... 


1) WE WANT FREEDOM. WE WANT CONTROL OVER OUR 
OWN LIVES. 





We believe that under imperialism, the final stage of capita- 
lism, people are forced to surrender control over their own lives 
in order to survive. 

The ruling class that owns and controls this system wants us to 
believe that the heroic Indochinese people and all those who 
are leading the fight against their tyranny are the problem. We 
will not be fooled about who are our real friends and who are our 
real enemies. The problem is the system that oppresses us; the 
people of the world are the solution. 

We willaid the armed struggle of the oppressed nations of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America for self-determination. We will fight on 
the side of the Quebec, black and native peoples against the 
growth of fascism which seeks to perpetuate divisions among the 
people in order to enslave all of us. 

We believe that all people's struggles for freedom are one; 
directed at a common enemy, imperialism and class oppression. 
In order to put an end to this slavery and take control over our 
own lives, we must join together and take the power that is 
righteously ours. 

2) WE WANT WORK FOR EVERYONE -- WORK THAT SERVES 
THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE. 


We believe that everyone has a right to creative, productive 
work that provides for human needs rather than producing profits 
for afew. Since the government and businessmen will not pro- 
vide full employment that meets our needs, the means of produc- 


tion sho e noyeribystheipeople they exploit and oppress. 


3) WE WANT_DECENT HOUSING, 

HUMAN ENGS, 
We believe that since the governmen and landlords will not pro- 
videlldecent housing for the people, the housing and land should 
be taken under the collective ownership and control of the people. 


4) WE WANT COMPLETE HEALTH SERVICES FOR EVERYONE. 





We believe that in this system adequate health care is available 
only for those who can afford it. Complete health care is more 
than being treated once you are already sick. It includes eli- 
minating all causes of ill health. Among these causes ore lack 
of nutritious food, proper clothing and a clean environment. 
Since the government and the medical establishment will not pro- 
vide complete health care, the people should establish community 
controlled health centers that will serve the people's total health 
needs. 


5) WE WANT AN EDUCATION THAT TEACHES US HOW TO 
MEET OUR SURVIVAL NEEDS. 





We believe that the education we receive perpetuates the class 
system and is defined by the needs of industry rather than by the 
needs of the people. We are taught a discipline of thoughtless 
obedience. Through a system of streaming based on class, race 
and sex discrimination we are channelled into dead-end courses 
that teach us nothing, trained for jobs that don't exist or jobs that 


serve only the needs of the capitalists. We believe that educa- 
tion should teach us the skills we need in order to survive and to 
build a society where all people's needs are met. Education 
should teach us our true history, the history of class struggle. 
People must have a knowledge of themselves and their position in 
society in order to fight successfully for control over their own 
lives. Since the public schools are designed to rip off that con- 
trol, the community should set up its own education. 


6) WE WANT AN END TO THIS EXPLOITIVE LEGAL SYSTEM 
THAT SERVES ONLY THE INTERESTS OF THE RICH. 





We believe that in this society the courts do not dispense jus- 
tice. They are organs to control and oppress the people in the 
interests of the ruling class. Because of bail, lawyers! fees and 
high court costs only the wealthy and big business can win in the 
legal system. We believe that true justice must be based on the 
formation of people's courts where crimes against the community 
will be judged by the oppressed and exploited people of the com- 
munity . 

7) WE WANT FREEDOM FOR ALL MEN AND WOMEN BEING 
HELD IN PRISONS, JAILS, REFORM SCHOCLS AND OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS OF DETENTION. 


We believe that very few people are imprisoned for crimes 
against the people. Most are locked up for standing up to their 
oppressors or for desperately trying to fill the survival needs that 
this system is incapable of meeting. They are political prisoners. 
Since the state will not free them, the people will see that they 
are freed by whatever means necessary . 


J WE WANT AN END TO POLICE BRUTALITY AND ALL 
FORMS OF BUREAUCRATIC HARASSMENT AGAINST THE 
<< 





We believe that the people have the right to self-determination 
and human dignity. In this system police and bureaucrats are 
used to harass and control the people by enforcing oppressive 
rules and regulations. They exist to protect the property and 
interests of the capitalists against the attempts of the people to 
meet their real needs. The taxmen enforce the unjust system that 
taxes the poor to fund a government that serves the rich. The 
debt collectors seize what little we own so that the finance com- 
panies and banks can own even more of us. The police aid anc 
protect them. 

The only way in which police brutality and bureaucratic harass~ 
ment can be ended is by the people taking whatever measures 
necessary to defend themselves and to exercise their basic human 
rights. 





SELLING THE PARTISAN 


The Partisan is the official organ of the 
Parfisan Party, sold not as a profit-making 
venture, but because we want people to 
learn the truth about what's happening to 
them. Through the paper, we will attempt 
to show how to use those understandings to 
fight in the best possible ways for our survi- 
val and freedom, Selling The Partisan is a 
political task and should be seen as such. 


We want people to sell the paper. But we 
also want people to sell the politics it rep- 
resents. Our intention is to have people 
who agree with its contents selling the pap- 
er. People selling The Partisan should 
read it first. But, in addition, our vendors, 
especially those who live outside Vancou- 
ver, should come together, discuss the pol- 
itics of the paper, make criticisms of it, 


and form themselves into a tight group at= 
tempting to put those politics into practice. 
People wishing to sell The Partisan, write 
or collect stories for it, or form themselves 
into a fighting community action group are 
asked to fill out one of the PARTISAN 
APPLICATION FORMS to be found in this 
Issue. 





